CWS appeals for Tonga
Christian World Service is appealing for Tonga after last month’s devastating double disaster.  The immediate concern was for basics like food, water and shelter, but Tongans will need significant help in the months ahead.
The underground volcano Hunga Tonga-Hunga Ha’apai erupted violently on January 15, part of continuing activity.  The initial ash plume is estimated at 15.2 km and reached 30km high.  It triggered a tsunami that touched much of the Pacific, including the Lau islands in Fiji.
Local partner the Tonga Community Development Trust is preparing to use its community-based networks to reach many far-flung communities as well as people with limited resources in Nuku’alofa.  The Tonga Emergency Appeal will support their work in the first instance, and may provide additional funds to other groups and churches.
Three people lost their lives and more than 80 percent of Tonga’s population was affected. Many parts of the country were left covered in ash, killing food crops and damaging water supplies.  Acid rain has contaminated fish, crops and water supplies.  Homes and infrastructure have been damaged and destroyed.  Communications are limited and people overseas have anxiously waited for news of their family and friends.
Director Sione Faka’osi says Tonga Trust is well-placed to help communities to recover their water supply and livelihoods. 
“The Ama Takiloa village women’s groups in Ha’apai have done this before.  After every cyclone, they mobilise the local people to clean up and look after each other.  Members will organise support for those who need help,” he says.
Tonga Community Development Trust has run training programmes and helped local plan and prepare for disasters such as this one.  In the past they have brought people together to clean up community gardens and facilities, working closely with the town officers.  
CWS is appealing for funds so Tonga Trust can repair and replace rainwater tanks and sanitation, replant food crops and establish new livelihoods.
“Our prayers are very much with Tonga after such a disaster.  Tongans are working hard to clean up and recover.  Please support our appeal so Tonga Trust can plan to help as many families as possible recover,” says Murray Overton, National Director.
New Zealand churches and church leaders made a statement encouraging prayers and financial support for Tonga.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Donations to the Tonga Emergency Appeal can be made at cws.org.nz, by phoning 0800 74 73 72 or through your local church.
