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Research project on developing a screening tool for twice-exceptional teens

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS OF TWICE-EXCEPTIONAL PARTICIPANTS 

We are inviting your teen to take part in this research. Please read this information so you are aware of what is involved. We’ve also sent you a video explaining this information. If your teen participates, we are grateful. If your teen does not participate, we are grateful that you and they have considered this request.  

Who am I?
My name is Holly Gooch and I am a Masters student in the Master of Educational Psychology programme at Victoria University of Wellington. This research project is my applied research project for this programme. 

What is the aim of the project?
This project is aiming to test out a screening tool we are developing to help teachers, parents and teens identify those who need a full assessment by professionals to determine whether they are twice-exceptional. As you will know, twice-exceptional students are identified as gifted, with strong ability and potential in some cognitive, creative and/or cultural areas. At the same time, they have a diagnosed disability such as attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), or a specific learning difficulty (SLD) like dyslexia, dysgraphia, or dyscalculia, or they could be autistic. Many twice-exceptional students don’t get diagnosed because either their gift hides the fact they have a disability or vice-versa, so they don’t get the support or challenging opportunities they need. The screening tool we are developing is designed to help teachers, parents and teens identify those who need a full assessment by professionals to determine whether they are twice-exceptional. 

Your teen’s participation will support this research by helping us see if the tool can detect the difference between teens who are twice-exceptional and those who are not. This research has been approved by the Victoria University of Wellington Human Ethics Committee (Application ID 0000029309).


How can your teen help?
If you and your teen agree to participate, your teen would be part of the twice-exceptional group for this study, that is those that who have already been diagnosed and identify as being twice-exceptional. You would need to confirm for us that your has had this diagnosis. Your teen will be asked to complete an online questionnaire which we will email them a link to. The questionnaire will ask them some details about themselves including name, age, gender, ethnicity, year at school and school. It will also ask them to indicate whether they agree or disagree with some statements about attitudes, behaviours and beliefs that relate to learning. An example statement is: ‘I like going to my classes at school each day’. Finally, they will be asked to give feedback on what they thought of the questionnaire. The questionnaire will take them approximately 4-8 minutes to complete.  

What will happen to the information your teen gives?
This research is confidential. This means that only I will be aware of your teen’s identity. Your teen’s identity will not be revealed in any reports, presentations, or public documentation. 

What will the project produce?
The information from my research will be used in my applied research project Masters report and potentially some academic publications and conferences. 

If you have any questions or problems, who can you contact?
If you have any questions, either now or in the future, please feel free to contact either:

	Student:
Holly Gooch
goochholl1@myvuw.ac.nz
	Supervisor:
Flaviu Hodis
Associate Professor
School of Education
04 463 9550
Flaviu.Hodis@vuw.ac.nz


Human Ethics Committee information
If you have any concerns about the ethical conduct of the research you may contact the Victoria University of Wellington Human Ethics Committee Convenor: Associate Professor Judith Loveridge. Email hec@vuw.ac.nz or telephone +64-4-463 6028. 
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