
‘Do now’
Rituals, routines and procedures



Criteria for the “Do Now” activity 

A “Do Now” activity is a short activity that is ready for students when they enter the room and settles them into an academic mode. While you are greeting students at the 
door, others should already be busy, via the Do Now.  Students entering your room should never have to ask themselves, “What am I supposed to be doing?” The habits of 
a good classroom should answer, “You should be doing the Do Now, because we always start with the Do Now.”
An effective Do Now should conform to four criteria to ensure that it remains focused, efficient, and effective:

1. The Do Now should be in the same place every day so taking it and getting started is the habit of all your students.  The options for where it goes:
● write it/project it on the board - ideally in the same place every day
● print it in advance and have students pick it up as they enter or lay it out on desks ready for completion.

 
2. Students should be able to complete the Do Now without any direction from the teacher and usually without any other materials save what you provide. Some 

teachers misunderstand the purpose of the “Do Now” and use a version of the technique that requires them to explain to their students what to do and how to 
do it. This defeats the purpose of establishing a self-managed habit of productive work. If you have to give directions, it’s not independent enough.

 
3. The activity should take around five minutes to complete and should require putting a pencil to paper, that is, there should be a written product from it. This 

makes it engaging and allows you to better hold students accountable for doing it since you can clearly see whether they are.
 

4. The activity should either:
● preview the day’s lesson
● review a recent lesson 

 
Literacy and Numeracy
Deliberate literacy and numeracy actions could be connected to a “Do Now” activity. 

It is recommended  that you use a shared symbol in presentations about literacy and numeracy. This could be marked on the whiteboard or within handouts to help 
students identify when the learning of literacy and numeracy occurs in their lesson. 

We recommend the simple unicode characters of Ⓛ and Ⓝ. 



The most common downfall of the “Do Now”

Doug Lemov observes that the most common downfall with the “Do Now” activity is the 
teacher losing track of time while reviewing answers. Lemov advises:
 

● The “Do Now” should not replace what was planned for the lesson or crowd out the 
end of the lesson. 

● Just as important as the content of the “Do Now” is how you review it. Lemov 
suggests reviewing the activity in the same amount of time that you give students 
to work on it.

● Lemov also talks about this part of the activity requiring ‘selective neglect’, whereby 
you may need to choose what to leave out and include in the review.

 
Remember that an effective “Do Now” lets the learning start even before you begin 
teaching!

 



Examples
Suggestions from teachers at WC

(look for links provided in the ‘speaker notes’ section)



FOCUS QUESTIONS

What events occurred in World War 

One?

Answer this question in your own words: What 

led to the start of World War One?

You must use these words: 

➢ Assassination

➢ Army

➢ Colonies

➢ Threatened

➢ Neutral 

DO NOW

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W9kVd-OKMzs




DO NOW:Wednesday 1 June

Complete the cartoon 
interpretation

Write your answers in your bookFOCUS QUESTIONS

How did World War One 
lead to the Russian 

Revolution?



Do Now

Easy number based Do Now activity… THE DATE!
How many mathematical equations can you make using 

only the digits in today's date?

09.06.2022



09.06.2022  ⇾  0 0 0 2 2 2 6 9
2 + 2 + 2 = 6

20 + 20 + 20 = 60

20 x 2 = 60 - 20

9 - 6 = 2 + (2 ÷ 2)

22 = 6 - 2

√9 = 2 + (2 ÷ 2)

6 + (2 ÷ 2) = 9 - 2

[(2 ÷ 2) / 2] x 6 = √9

62 = 9 x 2 x 2

0 ÷ 2 = 0
… could open it up to allow repeats

29-6+2 = 62 - (2 x 2)



Do Now



The ‘do now’ as retrieval

Retrieving knowledge from last lesson, 
last week, last month in order to 
support long term memory. 

Through variations on… quizzing! 

Year 13 Year 10

Year 11



“Do now” 8/6/22 Fill in the missing words in the 
sentences, and complete the table



“D
o 

N
ow

” 
9/

6/
22



Do now!! Product - Fast Four

1. What is a unique selling point? 
2. Name a product with a unique selling point. (Can’t be an apple 

or samsung product)
3. What are two things that make your chosen product have a 

unique selling point? 
4. What differentiates this product from its competitors? 

Wheel of Names

https://wheelofnames.com/


e-Learning hacks: Presented by the ICT Dept Champs

Todays tip: Use the ‘question function’ on google classroom for your ‘do now’

Classwork > Create > Question 

 
Benefits:

-Recap prior learning

-Planning for current lesson

-Simulates think/pair/share 
process

-Allows for ‘recognition’

-Identifies students with device 
issues early in the lesson





Junior Grammar ‘Do Now’
At the beginning of each class, come in and get going 
straight away on the grammar revision task. 

This symbol shows you the 
information you must read.

This symbol shows you the 
task you must do.



Write sentences beginning with a time or place word. 

Examples:

On the tennis court, Anaru was dominant in the baseline rallies. 

By the end of the game, Anaru had ground his opponent down.

Now write two sentences about something you’ve done today.  
Each should begin with a time or place word. 

Handy tips: the comma comes between the end of the subordinate 
clause and the subject. 

Place words: In, At, Beside, On, Time words:  When, While, As.  



rewrite these run-on sentences using correct 
punctuation (full stops) 





Do Now - Do Next
Creating a ‘buffer’ to account for individual needs



Do Now - Do Next: in Theory 

Do Now (Must do)

● Directly linked to current work
● All students expected to complete
● Often links to ‘next steps’ in our 

current work, or reinforces prior 
learning

● Student work will be checked or 
shared/presented

● Work could contribute to assessment 
work

● Designed to be completed in less 
than 10 minutes

Do Next (Could do)

● For students who complete the ‘do now’ 
quicker than others

● Some element of choice in activity
● Does not need to be completed
● Will not be checked/shared unless 

requested by students
● May not be related to ‘current focus’, 

but is still related to the subject
● No problem if they don’t get to this



Do Now - Do Next: in Practice

Do Now: Grammar Task (See Slides)

Do Next: Silent Reading

Do Now: Highlight keywords in your 

               notes from yesterday.

Do Next: Continue drafting your book 

               review for the library website. 

Do now: Take one of the following 

               themes and turn it into a

               thesis statement.   

Do next: Have a go at Mr Naran’s 

               Wordle for today.



DO NOW ACTIVITY
https://puzzlemaker.discoveryed
ucation.com/ 
 

https://puzzlemaker.discoveryeducation.com/
https://puzzlemaker.discoveryeducation.com/


DO NOW ACTIVITY
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1
50iE1uGs21yoI7OwdYz_61HcN4P_cliK
7MqB-Vtg5Bk/edit?usp=sharing 

R O S A P A R K S 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/150iE1uGs21yoI7OwdYz_61HcN4P_cliK7MqB-Vtg5Bk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/150iE1uGs21yoI7OwdYz_61HcN4P_cliK7MqB-Vtg5Bk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/150iE1uGs21yoI7OwdYz_61HcN4P_cliK7MqB-Vtg5Bk/edit?usp=sharing


Hayden’s Do now starters: 

Quizizz: https://quizizz.com/admin (amazing please look into this!)

Edpuzzle: https://edpuzzle.com/ (Youtube video that has built in questions 
which students must answer to continue + can’t skip)

Newsela https://newsela.com/ (Great current event articles which I have open 
ended discussion questions for/ also do this for literacy in juniors) 

Fast 5/Top 5 questions - Great if you need students to recite information or 
structural JAF answers 

Entry cards - Reversed for seniors (11 - 13) as it is a small 10-15min formative test 
based from former questions normally - Quick marking and give you a great idea 
of where students are at and easily pick up on mistakes now rather than in EOTT

https://quizizz.com/admin
https://edpuzzle.com/
https://newsela.com/


Example of Entry Cards 


