
www.gastro2018bangkok.com

Organised by Managed by

ANNOUNCEMENT

Supported by



2

GASTRO 2018 JOINT STEERING COMMITTEE  

Co-Chair Varocha Mahachai 
 David Bjorkman

Members Chomsri Kositchaiwat 
                       Somchai Leelakusolvong 
                       Naima Amrani 
                       Cihan Yurdaydin 
                       Teerha Piratvisuth 
                       Carolina Olano  
 

GASTRO 2018 JOINT SCIENTIFIC PROGRAMME COMMITTEE   

Co-Chair Teerha Piratvisuth 
 Carolina Olano
 Tawesak Tanwandee

Committee Members Pises Pisespongsa 
 Joost Drenth 
 Geoffrey Metz

LOCAL ORGANISING COMMITTEE  

Steering Committee Chair Varocha Mahachai

Members President, GAT  Chomsri Kositchaiwat
 President, THASL  Wattana Sukeepaisarnjaroen
 President, TAGE Thawatchai Akaraviputh
 President, TNMS  Satawat Thongsawat
 Vice-President, GAT Somchai Leelakusolvong          
 Secretary General Ratha-korn Vilaichone
 Deputy Secretary Sakkarin Chirapongsathorn
 

GASTRO 2018 COMMITTEES



3

LOCAL SCIENTIFIC PROGRAMME COMMITTEE  

Chair Teerha Piratvisuth 

Co-Chair Tawesak Tanwandee 

Members Abhasnee Sobhonslidsuk
 Chalermrat Bunchorntavakul
 Jaksin Sottisuporn
 Julajak Limsrivilai
 Monthira Maneerattanaporn
 Nonthalee Pausawasdi
 Patarapong Kamalaporn
 Pises Pisespongsa
 Pradermchai Kongkam
 Rungsun Rerknimitr
 Sawangpong Jandee
 Supphamat Chirnaksorn
 Somchai Leelakusolvong     
 Tanisa Patcharatrakul
 Taya Kitiyakara

Postgraduate Phunchai Charatcharoenwitthaya
Course Directors Nonthalee Pausawasdi

Treasurer Siriwat Arnantapunpong

Sponsorship / Exhibition Jarin Rojborwonwitaya

Social Events Chinnavat Sutthivana

Poster / Oral Session  Polrat  Wilairatana / Chair
 Abhasnee Sobhonslidsuk / Co-Chair

Publications Taya Kitiyakara

Advisory Committee  Sinn Anuras 
 Pinit Kullavanijaya 
 Bancha Ovartlarnporn 
 Pisaln Mairiang 
 Kamthorn Paosawadi



4

0830-
1010 GASTROENTEROLOGY SESSION

0830-
0850

Helicobacter pylori eradication: Best therapeutic strategy
David Graham (USA)

0850-
0910

Gastrointestinal bleeding during anticoagulant treatment: How to manage
Francis Chan (Hong Kong)

0910-
0930

Gastric intestinal metaplasia: Making a rational surveillance strategy
Kentaro Sugano (Japan)

0930-
0950

Colorectal cancer: Who are at risk?
Benedict  Devereaux (Australia)

0950-
1010

Acute pancreatitis: Initial management and treatment of complications
Supot Pongprasobchai (Thailand)

1010-
1030 Coffee break

1030-
1210 MOTILITY SESSION

1030-
1050      

PPI in GERD: Friend or foe
Richard Hunt (UK)

1050-
1110

Functional dyspepsia: Advances in diagnosis and therapy
Chomsri Kositchaiwat (Thailand)

1110-
1130

Dietary interventions for functional disorders
Qasim Aziz (UK)

1130-
1150

Prebiotics, probiotics and synbiotics in functional GI disorders
Gerald Holtmann (Australia)

1150-
1210

Constipation: Management to improve laxation in long-term care
Satish Rao (USA)

1210-
1320 Lunch

GASTRO 2018 PROGRAMME

WEDNESDAY, 5 DECEMBER 2018 POSTGRADUATE COURSE DAY 0

Effective Management Strategies in GI and Liver Diseases
Course Directors: Phunchai Charatcharoenwitthaya, Nonthalee Pausawasdi
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1320-
1500 LIVER SESSION

1320-
1340

Innovative strategies to cure hepatitis B
Cihan Yurdaydin (Turkey)

1340-
1400

Optimal treatment of difficult to cure HCV patients
Peter Ferenci (Austria)

1400-
1420

Nonalcoholic steatohepatitis: An old friend and new treatments
Sombat Treeprasertsuk (Thailand)

1420-
1440

Optimising outcomes in the deconditioned cirrhotic
K Rajender Reddy (USA)

1440-
1500

Individualising treatment in hepatocellular carcinoma
Kwang-Hyub Han (Korea)

1500-
1520 Coffee break

1520-
1640 ENDOSCOPY SESSION

1520-
1540

Early esophageal cancer detection: Who should be screened?
Naima Amrani (Morocco)

1540-
1600

Large colon polyps: Polypectomy vs EMR vs ESD
Christopher Khor (Singapore)

1600-
1620

Overt SB bleeding: What’s the best approach?
Jaksin Sottisuporn (Thailand)

1620-
1640

Endoscopic evaluation of bile duct stricture
Nonthalee Pausawasdi (Thailand)

1640-
1700

Proper treatment scheme for inflammatory bowel disease patients: From 5-ASA to biologics
Simon Travis (UK)

Programme subject to change
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GASTRO 2018 PROGRAMME

0730-
0830 Registration

Track 1 Track 2 Track 3 Track 4

0830-
0900

State of the Art Lecture: 
Asia Pacific Consensus: Antithrombotic agents in patients 
undergoing endoscopy for GI bleeding
Francis Chan (Hong Kong)

Fu
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lm
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ai
ni

ng
 C

en
tre

0900-
0930 Opening Ceremony

0930-
1000

Presidential Lecture:  Options for bariatric therapy for 
obesity
Varocha Mahachai (Thailand) / Suthep Udomswaengsay 
(Thailand)

1000-
1030 Coffee break and viewing of posters & exhibits

1030-
1200

Symposium GI 1: 
Esophageal and functional 
disorders

Symposium Liver 1: 
Update in management of 
HBV

Symposium Motility 1: 
Hot topics in 
neurogastroenterology 

1030-
1050

Eosinophilic esophagitis: 
Update on managements 
and controversies
Kenneth DeVault (USA)

Dilemma in discontinuing 
NUC therapy
Seng Gee Lim (Singapore)

Bugs on the brain, brain 
in the gut: Brain-gut-
microbiome interactions              
Eamonn Quigley (USA)

1050-
1110

What is new in Rome IV 
criteria for esophageal 
disorders?
Sutep Gonlachanvit 
(Thailand)

Optimal management of 
HBV in special populations
Henry Chan (Hong Kong)

New diagnostic tests in GI 
motility: Tools or toys
Tanisa Patcharatrakul 
(Thailand)

1110-
1130

Diagnosis and treatment of 
non cardiac chest pain
Qasim Aziz (UK)

Looking for cure of chronic 
hepatitis B
Harry Janssen (Canada)

Functional dyspepsia and 
duodenal eosinophilia:
A new disease model
Nicholas Talley (Australia)

1130 - 
1150

Management of functional 
heartburn
Peter Kahrilas (USA)

Criticising HBV 
management guideline: 
APASL vs EASL
Tawesak Tanwandee 
(Thailand)

Non-pharmacotherapy 
& novel pharmacologic           
agents for constipation
Satish Rao (USA)

1150-
1200

Q & A Q & A Q & A

1200-
1330 Olympus Lunch Symposium Fujifilm Lunch Symposium

THURSDAY, 6 DECEMBER 2018 CORE MEETING DAY 1
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1330-
1500

Symposium GI 2: 
Small bowel disorders

Symposium Liver 2: 
HCV: Present and future

Symposium Endoscopy 1: 
Luminal endoscopy: 
Esophagus

Fu
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tre

1330-
1350

Celiac disease: What 
should we know in 2018?
Geoffrey Metz (Australia)

Current management of 
HCV
M L Yu (Taiwan)

1330-1355
Benign esophageal 
stricture: Choosing the right 
technique
Dadang Makmun 
(Indonesia)
1355-1420
Current state of POEM in  
achalasia
Amol Bapaye (India)
1420-1445
Subepithelial lesions:  
Diagnosis & management
Lawrence Ho (Singapore)
1445-1500
Q & A

1350-
1410

Burden of celiac disease 
in Asia
Govind Makharia (India)

Treatment of HCV in special 
population
Teerha Piratvisuth 
(Thailand)

1410-
1430

No man’s land: IBS or non 
celiac wheat sensitivity?
Gerald Holtmann (Australia)

Consideration in patient 
who fails DAA therapy
Alessandra Mangia (Italy)

1430-
1450

WGO guideline on celiac 
disease
Carolina Olano (Uruguay)

Aiming to eradication HCV 
in 2030
Peter Ferenci (Austria)

1450-
1500

Q & A Q & A

1500-
1530 Coffee break and viewing of posters & exhibits

1530-
1700

Symposium GI 3: 
Advances in GI cancers

Interactive Liver sessions: 
Current controversies in 
hepatology

Symposium Endoscopy 2: 
GI bleeding

1530-
1550

Management of pancreatic 
cancer in a multidisciplinary 
approach
Jeffrey Lee (USA)

Non-selective beta-
blockers: Friend or foe?
1530-1545
Friend: Seng Gee Lim  
(Singapore)
1545-1600
Foe: Siwaporn Chainuvati  
(Thailand) 
1600-1615 
Vote and discussion
Anticoagulation for 
portal vein thrombosis in 
advanced cirrhosis  
1615-1630
Pro: Sakkarin   
Chirapongsathorn 
(Thailand)
1630-1645
Con: Alessandra Mangia  
(Italy)
1645-1700 
Vote and discussion

Advances and 
improvements in the 
management of Upper GI 
bleeding
David Bjorkman (USA)

1550-
1610

Targeted and 
immunotherapy in GI 
cancers
Milind Javle (USA)

Capsule endoscopy in 
suspected small bowel 
bleeding
Carolina Olano (Uruguay)

1610-
1630

Best strategy for CRC 
screening
Macedo Guilherme 
(Portugal)

Enteroscopy in suspected 
small bowel bleeding
Thawee Ratanachu-ek 
(Thailand)

1630-
1650

Advance in gastric cancer 
therapy 
Yoon-Koo Kang (Korea)

Lower GI bleeding: Which is 
in risk and how to manage it
Patarapong Kamalaporn 
(Thailand)

1650-
1700

Q & A Q & A

1830-
2100 Faculty Dinner

Track 1 Track 2 Track 3 Track 4

Programme subject to change
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GASTRO 2018 PROGRAMME

0730-
0830 Registration

Track 1 Track 2 Track 3 Track 4
0830-
0900

State of the Art Lecture: 
Functional dyspepsia
Paul Moayyedi (Canada)

State of the Art Lecture: 
Natural history of NAFLD: 
Identifying who are at risk 
of disease progression 
Vincent Wong (Hong Kong)

State of the Art Lecture: 
The future of endoscopy
Lawrence Ho (Singapore)

Jo
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ng
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tre

0900-
1015

Symposium Motility 2: 
IBS

Symposium Liver 3: 
Management of NAFLD

Symposium GI 4: 
GERD

0900-
0915

IBS-D vs IBD vs other 
chronic diarrhoea
Sathaporn Manssatit 
(Thailand)

Non-Pharmacological 
therapy NAFLD
Phunchai Charatcharoen-
witthaya (Thailand)

Refractory GERD: Good 
drug, wrong patient?
Peter Kahrilas (USA)

0915-
0930

Mechanism-oriented 
therapy of IBS
Nicholas Talley (Australia)

Pharmacological therapy 
NAFLD
Vincent Wong (Hong Kong)

Extraesophageal 
manifestations of GERD: 
Diagnosis and treatment
Kenneth DeVault (USA)

0930-
0945

Efficacy of probiotics in 
digestive diseases
Eamonn Quigley (USA)

From clinical trials to daily 
clinical practice
Joost Drenth (Netherlands)

Non acid reflux: Clinical 
relevance and management
Daniel Sifrim (UK)

0945-
1000

WGO guideline on IBS
David Bjorkman(USA)

WGO guideline on NAFLD 
and NASH
K L Goh (Malaysia)

Reflux hypersensitivity: 
New concept or old entity?
Somchai Leelakusolvong 
(Thailand)

1000-
1015

Q & A Q & A Q & A

1015-
1030 Coffee break and viewing of posters & exhibits

1030-
1100

Viranuvati Lecture: 
Gut microbiota and GI 
disorders
Eamonn Quigley (USA)

Keynote Lecture Liver 1: 
HCC guideline Asia-Pacific 
vs the rest of the world
Ji-dong Jia (China)

Hot Spot in Endoscopy: 
Third space endoscopy
Amol Bapaye (India)

1100-
1210

Symposium GI 5: 
Acid related disease

Symposium Liver 4: 
Biomarkers in liver disease

Multidisciplinary 
Endoscopy 1

1100-
1120

Acid related disease and its 
evolution over time
Peter Malfertheiner 
(Germany)

Optimising the use of 
biomarker for HBV 
management
Cihan Yurdaydin (Turkey)

1100-1130
1. Biliary drainage in failed    
     ERCP:
 EUS: Vinay Dhir (India) 
 PTBD: Sundeep  
     Punamiya (Singapore)
1130-1200
2. PFC drainage
 EUS: Amol Bapaye (India)
 Endoscopic drainage of 
     PFC: Christopher Khor  
    (Singapore)

1120-
1140

Non-Hp/ Non-nsaids peptic 
ulcers really exist?
Monthira Maneeratt-
anaporn (Thailand)

Biomarkers for early 
diagnosis of HCC
Grace Wong (Hong Kong)

1140-
1200

Long term safety of PPI 
Richard Hunt (UK)

Biomarkers for optimising 
management of HCC  
Kwang-Hyub Han (Korea)

1200-
1210

Q & A Q & A Q & A

FRIDAY, 7 DECEMBER 2018 CORE MEETING DAY 2
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Programme subject to change

1210-
1330 Olympus Lunch Symposium Takeda Lunch Symposium
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1330-
1500

Symposium GI 6: 
IBD

Symposium Liver 5: 
Cirrhosis and its 
complications

Symposium Endoscopy 3: 
Colon

1330-
1350

Assessment of severity
Pises Pisespongsa 
(Thailand)

Revisited in natural history 
of cirrhosis: Can it be 
improved?
K Rajender Reddy (USA)

Maximising colonoscopy 
quality and efficiency
Benedict Devereaux 
(Australia)

1350-
1410

Managing acute severe 
colitis 
Simon Travis (UK)

Management of cirrhosis in 
critically-ill conditions
Abhasnee Sobhonslidsuk 
(Thailand)

Enhanced imaging of 
colonic lesions
Yutaka Saito (Japan)

1410-
1430

Therapeutic drug 
monitoring 
Siew Ng (Hong Kong)

Best practice in the 
management of ascites 
and HRS 
Apinya Leerapun (Thailand)

EMR or ESD: When and 
how?

1430-
1450

Fecal transplantation: Any 
real hope for inflammatory 
bowel disease?
Paul Moayyedi (Canada)

Liver transplant: Achieving 
the best outcomes
Patrick Kamath (USA)

Basic and principle in 
colonic polypectomy: 
How to select the 
appropriate technique
Rungsun Rerknimitr 
(Thailand)

1450-
1500

Q & A Q & A Q & A

1500-
1530 Coffee break and viewing of posters & exhibits

1530-
1700

Oral Presentations 
- Presidential Choice

Oral Presentations Oral Presentations

Track 1 Track 2 Track 3 Track 4
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GASTRO 2018 PROGRAMME
SATURDAY, 8 DECEMBER 2018 CORE MEETING DAY 3

0730-
0830 Registration

Track 1 Track 2 Track 3
0830-
1000

Symposium GI 7: 
Helicobacter pylori

Symposium Liver 6: 
Management of HCC beyond 
the guidelines

Symposium Endoscopy 4: 
Pancreato-biliary lesions

0830-
0850

H. pylori susceptibility
Ratha-korn Vilaichone 
(Thailand)

0830-0855
Liver transplantation: Beyond  
the Milan criteria 
Patrick Kamath (USA)
0855-0920
Locoregional therapy: Beyond  
the guidelines
Kittipitch Bannangkoon 
(Thailand)
0920-0945
Novel therapy for advanced  
HCC 
Kwang-Hyub Han (Korea)
0945-1000 Q & A

Post ERCP pancreatitis: How to 
prevent? 
Christopher Khor (Singapore)

0850-
0910

Bangkok consensus on H.pylori 
management in ASEAN 
countries
Varocha Mahachai (Thailand)

Approach to solid pancreatic 
lesion
Benedict Devereaux (Australia)

0910-
0930

Maastrich V consensus on 
treatment
Peter Malfertheiner (Germany)

Pancreatic cysts: What is new 
in 2018?
Jeffrey Lee (USA)

0930-
0950

Challenges in the treatment of 
H. pylori
K L Goh (Malaysia)

Difficult bile duct stones: 
Balloon, crush, laser or stent? 
Thawee Ratanachu-ek 
(Thailand)

0950-
1000

Q & A Q & A

1000-
1030 Coffee break and viewing of posters & exhibits

1030-
1200

Symposium GI 8: 
Gastric cancer burden and 
prevention

Keynote Lecture Liver 2: 
Future therapy

Symposium Endoscopy 5: 
Cholangiocarcinoma

1030-
1050

Global burden of gastric 
cancer
K L Goh (Malaysia)

1030-1100
Future therapy for NASH
Vincent Wong (Hong Kong)
1100-1130
Future therapy for chronic  
hepatitis B infection 
Harry Janssen (Canada)
1130-1200
Novel therapy for autoimmune  
liver disease 
Ji-dong Jia (China)

Screening and diagnosis of 
cholangiocarcinoma
Pisaln Mairiang (Thailand)

1050-
1110

Strategies for early detection of 
gastric cancer 
Kentaro Sugano (Japan)

Endoscopic treatment
Pradermchai Kongkam 
(Thailand)

1110-
1130

Prevention of gastric cancer by 
H. pylori eradication 
Jaw-Town Lin (Taiwan)

Surgical treatment of 
cholangiocarcinoma
Narong Khuntikeo (Thailand)

1130-
1150

Gastric cancer prevention in 
high gastric cancer area
Kai-chun Wu (China)

Advance treatment for 
cholangiocarcinoma
Milind Javle (USA)

1150-
1200

Q & A Q & A
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1200-
1330 Takeda Lunch Symposium Otsuka Lunch Symposium

1330-
1500

WGO session Symposium Liver 7: 
Alcoholic liver diseases

Symposium Motility 3: 
Motility testing

1330-
1350

WGO training centers
Naima Amrani (Morocco)

Effects of alcohol: Liver and 
beyond
Taya Kitiyakara (Thailand)

Trip and trick for analysis in 
esophageal HRM 
Daniel Sifrim (UK)

1350-
1410

Train the trainers programme
Macedo Guilherme (Portugal)

Prognostic factors in alcoholic 
hepatitis
Chalermrat Bunchorntavakul 
(Thailand)

Trip and trick for analysis in 
anorectal HRM
Satish Rao (USA)

1410-
1430

WGO global guidelines
Cihan Yurdaydin (Turkey)

Current treatment for alcoholic 
hepatitis 
K Rajender Reddy (USA)

Breath test in functional GI 
disorder
Geoffrey Metz (Australia)

1430-
1450

WGO foundation
David Bjorkman (USA)

Future therapy for alcoholic 
hepatitis
Grace Wong (Hong Kong)

Keynote Lecture: Evaluation in 
esophageal function studies
Peter Kahrilas (USA)

1450-
1500

Q & A Q & A

Track 1 Track 2 Track 3

Programme subject to change
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CONGRESS DATE & VENUE
5 – 8 December 2018 
Shangri-La Hotel, Bangkok
89 Soi Wat Suan Plu, New Road
Bangrak, Bangkok, 10500, Thailand
Tel: (66 2) 236 7777
Fax: (66 2) 236 8579

You may book your accommodation from the congress website www.gastro2018 
bangkok.com

CONGRESS SECRETARIAT
c/o The Meeting Lab Pte Ltd
695E East Coast Road
Singapore 459059
T: 65 6346 4402
E:  secretariat@gastro2018bangkok.com
W: www.gastro2018bangkok.com 

CALL FOR PAPERS
Abstracts submitted will be reviewed by the Abstract Selection Committee who will 
select and determine the final mode of presentation either in oral or poster format. 
Outstanding abstracts may be selected for the Presidential Choice Session. Registration 
fees for main meeting will be waived for papers selected for this session. 

Themes
For review purposes, abstracts are required to be categorised into different themes as 
follows:

• Biliary
• Endoscopy
• Esophagus
• Gastric and Duodenal
• Liver

• Lower GI
• Pancreas
• Pediatric
• Small Intestine
• Surgery

IMPORTANT DATES
Online Early Bird Registration Opens April 2018
Abstract Submission Opens April 2018 
Hotel Reservation Opens   May 2018
Abstract Submission Closes 30 June 2018
Paper Review and Acceptance 31 August 2018
Early Bird Registration Rate Closes 15 September 2018 
Normal Registration Rate Closes 15 November 2018
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REGISTRATION FEES

CATEGORY (Amount in US Dollars)

Early 
Bird
By 

15 Sep 18

Normal 
Rate
After 

15 Sep 18

Onsite 
Rate
From 

15 Nov 18

MAIN 
MEETING
6-8 Dec 18

1. Delegate* $ 400 $ 500 $ 600

2. Trainee/ Allied Health/ 
Nurse

$ 150 $ 250 $ 350

POSTGRADUATE COURSE – 5 Dec 18
NB: Only participants who register for the Main 
Meeting may register for the Postgraduate Course

$ 100 $ 150 $ 200

* Members of The Gastroenterological Association of Thailand, Thai Association for the Study of the Liver, 
Thai Neurogastroenterology and Motility Society and Thai Association for Gastrointestinal Endoscopy 
enjoy discounted rates.

GENERAL INFORMATION
Getting to Bangkok
There are two airports in Bangkok. International flights are serviced at Suvarnabhumi 
International Airport while the old airport, Don Muang, handles the region’s budget 
airlines for both domestic and international flights.

Getting Around Bangkok
An efficient, easily accessible transportation network makes getting around Bangkok a 
breeze. Forms of transportation available to the visitor includes the BTS Skytrain, the 
Metropolitan Rapid Transit, the public buses, the airport rail link and taxis. 

Language
Although the official language of Thailand is Thai, English is widely spoken in Bangkok 
and appears in signage throughout the city. 

Time
Thailand Standard time is GMT +7; daylight savings time is not observed.

Money
The currency used in Thailand is the Thai Baht (THB). Major credit cards are accepted in 
all of Thailand’s large hotels and commercial areas. ATMs are easily accessible in major 
commercial areas. Tipping is not a common practice as many hotels and restaurants 
include a small service charge.

Weather
It is hot and humid across most of Thailand the whole year round. Temperature in 
Bangkok hovers above 30°C throughout the year with overnight lows rarely dropping 
below 20°C.
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EXPLORE BANGKOK
Sample Bangkok’s wonderful culture and history with our specially designed 
tour packages below! More information can be found on our website at  
www.gastro2018bangkok.com

1. Grand Palace & Emerald Buddha

Former residence of the King Rama 
I to King Rama V of the Rattanakosin 
Kingdom, the Grand Palace is now 
used for hosting royal ceremonies 
and welcoming the king’s guests, 
State guests, and other foreign 
dignitaries. It is also a place where 
remains of kings and high-ranked 
members of the royal family were 
situated before cremation. This 
is one of the most sacred temple 
in Thailand, and in there sits the 
Emerald Buddha made out of semi-
precious green stones (jade), clothed in gold and about 66 inches tall.

2. Damnoen Saduak Floating 
Market & Samphran Elephant 
Ground and Crocodile Farm

The world-famous Damnoen 
Saduak Floating Market located 
100km southwest from the bustling 
city, Bangkok. The market is filled 
with tradition and culture of 
Thailand that you will not be able 
to experience elsewhere. You will 
be able to cruise past floating 
shops that sell handicrafts, fruits 
and vegetables as well as various 
Thailand souvenirs. In comparison to the bustling city of Bangkok, the Damnoen 
Saduak Floating Market allows you to relive and experience the slow and relaxing 
environment.
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3. Ayutthaya World Heritage Tour

From 1351 till 1767, the Ayutthaya 
was known to be one of the largest 
and most prosperous kingdom 
before it was looted and invade by 
the Burmese in 1767. The ruins of 
the Ayutthaya were so impressive 
that it made an impression on the 
wealth of the kingdom. During this 
period, Ayutthaya was the most 
populous city with more than 1 
million of population. The tour 
allows you to have more knowledge 
of the Thailand history and allows you to appreciate it well.
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