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ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS TO UNIVERSITY

You must meet the admission requirements for your programme(s) of study. In addition to achieving university entrance, many undergraduate programmes require you to have taken specific subjects and gained minimum credits in certain subjects. Many universities have also set minimum rank scores for guaranteed entry to specific courses (see below). Some programmes have other requirements such as a portfolio, audition and/or interview.


UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE


New requirements for UE from 2014 (i.e. needed for entry at the start of 2015):
• NCEA Level 3 – i.e. 60 credits at Level 3 or higher and 20 credits at Level 2 or higher
• 14 AS credits must be earned in each of THREE subjects from the list of approved subjects (not two as was the case before 2014.)
• UE Numeracy – 10 credits at Level 1 or higher from specified Achievement Standards, or three specific numeracy standards
• UE Literacy – 10 credits (5 in reading, 5 in writing) from specific Level 2 or higher Achievement Standards


NZQA website – University Entrance Requirements 
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NCEA APPROVED SUBJECTS FOR UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE
Subjects printed in bold are offered by Christchurch Boys’ High School


Accounting
Agriculture & Horticulture
Biology
Business Studies Calculus Chemistry Chinese
Classical Studies
Construction and
Mechanical Technologies
Cook Islands Maori
Dance
Design (Practical Art)

Design and Visual
Communication
Digital Technologies
Drama
Earth and Space Science
Economics
Education for Sustainability
English French Geography German
Health Education
History

History of Art
Home Economics Indonesian Japanese
Korean Latin Mathematics Media Studies Music Studies
Painting (Practical Art)
Photography (Practical
Art)
Physical Education

Physics
Printmaking (Practical Art) Processing Technologies Religious Studies
Samoan
Science
Sculpture (Practical Art) Spanish
Social Studies
Statistics
TechnologyTe Reo Māori
Te Reo Rangatira

Guaranteed Entry Score (GES) for Entry to University Courses
Guaranteed Entry Score (GES) for Entry to University Courses


GES or similar is now used by nearly all New Zealand Universities to select those students to be offered a place in courses where numbers are restricted.

Applicants may be ranked by their best NCEA credits, shortlisted and/or asked to attend an interview. 

 If you meet a university's score, you are guaranteed admission into their degree programme. If you do not meet this score, you will go onto a waiting list for the programme you want, and may be offered a place depending on demand.


CALCULATING A GUARANTEED ENTRY SCORE
The best 80 credits from both Achievement and Unit Standards in University Entrance approved subjects at Level
3 or higher, are weighted by the level of achievement.

Excellence         4 points Merit                  3 points Achieved           2 point
• A maximum of 24 credits in each subject may be counted.
• If fewer than 80 credits have been achieved at Level 3 or higher the score will be based on those that have been achieved.
• “You are advised to take approved subjects and Achievement Standards wherever possible in your school programme both for entrance purposes and as the best preparation for university study” – Victoria University, Wellington

An example of a GES calculation

	Approved Subject (best 24 credits per subject)
	Excellence
Credits
	Merit
Credits
	Achieved
Credits

	English
	8
	6
	6

	History
	-
	6
	10

	Statistics
	4
	4
	16

	Geography
	-
	10
	10

	French
	-
	-
	24

	SUB TOTAL
	12
	26
	66

	Best 80 Credits
	12
	26
	42

	Calculate Points
	48 pts  (12 x 4)
	78 pts  (26 x 3)
	84 pts	(42 x 2)

	
	
	Score
	210 points



Guaranteed entry scores for next year will be published later.
You should refer to the tertiary provider’s website or see the Careers staff for the points required in the current year as an indication.

University of Otago website – calculate your entry score based on your NCEA credits. 



