
What the heck is Hendo doing here?



Studying…



Hendo’s study guide to crack NCEA



Wtf is studying?

Studying is just learning to recall 
information

Exams = tests of recall



Outline of how to study:

1. What you need to know (for the grade you want)

2. What you already know (and don't know!)

3. Start increasing what you know, testing yourself as you go.

4. Eventually you will know everything to smash your exam!



Step 1: figure out what you need to know

• Use the NCEA resources! (Your teachers can help you find exactly 
what you need!)

• Make a list of the topics/questions/skills needed
• These are what you need to answer all the questions for the grade you want

• A/M/E, you can go higher than you think!

• If you are confused about what will be in your exam, ask your 
teacher!

• Exemplars are great for showing how to answer questions.
• Same with answer schedules.



NCEA Resources

• Select “Achievement standards” for info about 

what will be in the exam.

• Select “Exams & exemplar” for old exam 

papers, answer sheets, and exemplar answers.



Working through an Achievement Standard



OneNote



Step 2: Figure out what you already know

• Try and work through an old exam as best you can. 
• Save doing the 2021/2020 papers until actual exams

• If you get stuck, write down what you are confused about for 
later.

• Mark yourself HARSHLY.
• Give feedback like a teacher would. 

• Nit-pick all the details you need to improve on!

• Ask your teacher for advice on marking yourself!

• Make a list of what you need to learn. Compare it to the list you
made earlier!
• Goal is to make this list as small as possible to smash your exam!



Step 3: Increasing what you know!

• Keep working through past papers
• Continuously update the list of what you don’t know/need to work on

• Use resources to help learn the things you don’t know
• In class notes

• Your teachers

• Books

• SciPads, text books etc.

• Online resources

• YouTube

• LearnCoach

• Khan Academy

• EP



Step 4: Smash your exam!!



How to organise your study

• Make a list of all the exam papers you are taking

• Complete steps 1 and 2 for each of them
• This will tell you what ones need the most attention

• Make a table for how prepared you are for each exam.
• Be honest with yourself!

• Make a calendar with each of your exam dates
• Do this for both your practice exams and end of year ones



Here are some of mine:

I put what I had on each day, then allocated study.

Use your study break to study!!!

These scores represented how prepared I felt. 

I updated these after I studied each paper.



Now you know what to study… how do you study?

• Create a study space
• No distractions, definitely no phones!

• Break up your study
• Set times for study, and times for break.

• As soon as the clock hits study time… study ffs!

• Don’t burn out too early
• Practice exams are a great opportunity to see what you need to improve on

• No need to burn yourself out before the real ones

• Studying is a skill, it takes practice!
• You won’t be able to study for 3 hours straight. Break it up.

• Keep on working to improve your focus and build your skills up!



Now go out and smash it!
Don’t be afraid to put in the work. 

Hold yourself accountable. 

The rewards are so so worth it!



Feel free to contact me after this.

I will be sending an email that has everything from this 

presentation and more!

Cheers lads.


