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Introduction
Hermit crabs are a 
crustacean that belongs 
to the Paguridae family. 
Pagurus Novaezealandiae 
is the scientific name for 
the Hermit crab endemic 
to New Zealand. There are 
over 34 species of Hermit 
crabs across the rocky 
shores of New Zealand. 
Most of the species of 
Hermit crabs in New 
Zealand live on the 
coastline of the South 
Island, but you can still 
find NZ Hermit crabs in the 
North Island as well.

When you watch this video 
you are watching a hermit 
crab and a ghost shrimp 
feed.
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https://www.youtube.com/embed/Shgk_8zlGm8?feature=oembed


Habitat
 By pressing 
the voice 
button you 
will hear the 
facts being 
read out to 
you!

The Pagurus 
Novaezealandiae is found 
on the coastline of New 
Zealand waters in 
intertidal rock pools. They 
generally live in estuaries 
where strong tidal 
activity takes place and 
the salinity of the water 
remains continuously high 
enough to support the 
crabs requirements.
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Appearance/Physical description
You can identify the New Zealand Hermit crab by the stripes that go 
around their legs. The New Zealand Hermit Crab is very small and 
only grows to 16mm wide.


 Pagurus Novaezealandiae have 5 pairs of legs. The first pair is called 
the chela/pincers. These are used to protect them from predators. 
The 2nd and 3rd are the walking legs and are what they use to walk.


 The 4th and 5th pairs are used to grip the back of the shell. If you 
have ever wondered how the NZ Hermit Crab uses its senses, well it 
has 2 pairs of antennae. 2 are short and 2 are long. The long ones are 
used for touching and the short ones are for smelling.


 As well as their antennae, the Hermit Crab also have short sensory 
hairs all over their body which they use to taste things.
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https://www.youtube.com/embed/f1dnocPQXDQ?feature=oembed


Diet
The New Zealand Hermit Crab is a 
scavenger and eats any dead or dying 
animals. NZ Hermit Crabs eat by using 
their front claws to break up any food 
into small pieces so it's easier to eat.


They are Detritus feeders and eat mainly 
plankton, mussels, clams and any small 
dead animals or parts of dead animals. 
Mostly they eat invertebrates though 
because an invertebrate has no back 
bone.

'I may stay inside my 

shell but every once in 

a while i'll be brave'
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Conclusion
Hermit Crabs are a huge asset 
to the New Zealand rocky 
shore and are a creative and 
fun animal. We need to make 
sure we are looking after the 
rocky shore environment 
well because for so many 
animals this is their home and 
they don't want it destroyed, 
so stop littering, pick up 
rubbish and leave shells on 
the beach!

'Staying 
inside the 
shell is 
okay,

SOMETIMES'

Hermit Crab
song
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https://www.youtube.com/embed/FeBIGI3-ZrQ?feature=oembed
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Glossary

Detritus


Environment

Paguridae


Pagurus 
novaezealandiae

Invertebrate

If an animal is a Detritus feeder they will eat 
dead and dying animals, similar to a scavenger.

Where an animal/human live, or 
where they are at the time.

A family that consists of up to 34 different species of 
Hermit Crabs, including The NZ Hermit Crab.

The scientific name for The New 
Zealand Hermit Crab.

An animal with no back 
bone.
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Milly

Baking fun!

Fav things

Colour: Orange, blue Month: January

Food: Roast potato Celebrity: Jodie Sweetin

Book: Primrose Railway Children Tv show: Full 
house

Song: Bruises Lewis Capaldi 

Season:Summer! Movies: Hannah Montanna, Sound 
of Music

Sport to play: Netball

Sport to watch: Rugby

Sports team : All Blacks! (go the ABs!)
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By Milly Quelch
I hope you prefer the NZ Hermit Crab


