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Introduction 

Jean Batten, who was given the title ‘Daughter of the Skies’, was New Zealand's most famous pilot. Setting a world record in 1934, she was known worldwide for her brave solo flights from England to Australia. She faded in and out of public view after her fame and died anonymously in Majorca, Spain, in 1982. This biography will explore Jean Batten’s early life, career, flights, awards and honours and death.

Early life

Jean Batten was born on September 15, 1909, in Rotorua, New Zealand. She was the only daughter of three children to Frederick and Ellen Batten. When she was about five years old, her family relocated to Auckland, NZ. She attended Melmerley Ladies' School in Parnell. Since her father chose to join the New Zealand Expeditionary Force in 1917 during the First World War, her family faced several challenges. Her father returned in 1920, but her parents divorced shortly after. As a result, Jean moved in with her mother, Ellen. Her mother encouraged her to chase her dream of becoming a professional pilot.  

Career 

Her ambition to fly grew out of the 1920s, when the first long-distance record-breaking flight was started. In 1929, she flew alongside Australian pilot Charles Kingsford Smith from Sydney to Melbourne. In 1914, she travelled to England with her mother and began learning to fly. She received her A licence by December and was hoping to set a new female record for a flight from England to Australia. When she went bankrupt in 1932, she borrowed 500 pounds from a pilot named Fred Truman. He wanted to marry her, but once she got both of her licences, she focused solely on her flights and completely ignored Fred. 

Flights

In 14 days, 23 hours, and 25 minutes, Jean batten set a world record flight from England to Australia. After two failed attempts to fly from Britain to Australia in 1933 and 1934, she succeeded. Beating the previous record by 5 days, she accomplished it within 14 days and 22 hours. In 1935, she became the first woman to fly alone across the South Atlantic. She flew the first direct trip to New Zealand in 1936. Jean brought numerous honours to New Zealand with her flights.

Awards and honours

Throughout her career, Jean Batten received several prizes and medals. She was named a Commander of the British Empire (CBE) and received the French Legion of Honour, the country's highest honour. My Life, her autobiography, was released in 1938. 

Death

In contrast to her fame, she lived a lonely lifestyle in her later years. She moved around with her mother, who died in 1965 on the Spanish island of Tenerife. This left Jean devastated since they had formed such a deep connection and Jean depended heavily on her. Despite having multiple romantic relationships, Batten never married. A dog bite injured Jean Batten in 1982 while she was living in Majorca, Spain. Due to the refusal to be treated, the infection quickly progressed. Later it caused complications and eventually led to her death on November 22, 1982. On January 22, 1983, she was buried in an unmarked tomb on the island of Majorca. 

Conclusion

Jean Batten, who lived her life to the fullest, was a significant heroine. She was able to overcome many obstacles in her life. After making a record-breaking solo flight from England to New Zealand, Jean Batten became an international celebrity. From unknown to famous, her life ended in tragedy. She never really achieved happiness despite all the attention and glamour. Sometimes a pioneer teaches us not only which path to follow, but also which to avoid.




