


The Tradition of the Elders

Now when the Pharisees and some of the seribes who had come from
Jerusalem gathered around him, they noticed that some of his diseiples were
eating with defiled hands, that 1s, without washing them. (F'or the
Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their
hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; and they do not eat
anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are also many other
traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.)
So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not live
according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” He said
to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypoecrites, as it 1s written,

‘I'his people honors me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me:
in vain do they worship me,

teaching human precepts as doctrines.’
You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human traditiom.”

I'hen he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and
understand: there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the

things that come out are what defile.”

For 1t 1s from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication,
theft, murder, Gldlu]lﬂ:emy, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander,

pride, folly. All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.”
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nstrudtions:
What to do: Usin

g paper, pens, and cratt materials from around your house, a’esign
a In/acemaf for someone else in the fami/y, remina’ing them how much you love

them.
The Passage 'I[FOVV) *00’0]}/ remina’s V) 7%)0”[ our hear* IS er source 07[ H)e WOFG’S we

SL)OH"@, SO *a/ee a VVJOVVIQH'IL 7L0 IDI"OI}/ 'FOF 7Lh0I'IL ID@FSOH OIVIGI share WOI"G’S 07[

encoumgemen*, holue, and love. Share your Ip/acema* at dinner time, and take a

momen* 'ILO QXF/OIiV) WhOI?L yOMI" ,uicfure re,oresenfs.



Instructions:
What you need: Palper, Pen, Sissors

Instructions

S_?Lelp ) | Fold the paper info an accordion shaloe

S_*eln _Z Draw half of a person on the 7tolp paper.
Make sure it fouches both sides of the paper

S_?Lelb_g CM?L 0M7L *he person

Toa’ay's reaa/ing talks about the imluor*ance of what we do and say and how

ws Ipeop/e how we feel about them By ma/eing these Inalperchains (with

1s) we are showing how we care for each other



————

written,

"This people honors
me with their lips,

but their hearts ﬁ
are Tar from me...

i Jesus said to them, ‘|saiah prophesied —‘—‘
vightly about You hypocrites, as it Is

|'




O Tell someone else
5 fhings about
them that you

like

W Write/draw 5
fhings you are
h”’FPﬂ for in the
heart

@Than/« you, (od for sena’ing us Jesus, the Servant King. Help us
fo always be kind and help others. Amen



Words are Important
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Nde,

&

/'/aving slpemt the last 18 months /iving in a world with Covid-19, where gooa’ hand

hygiene IS even more imloorfanf than ever, it may be *emp*ing fo read *oalay's gosloe/
passage and think that the Pharisees and scribes have a gooa/ Ivoimt./ [+'s imlaor*anf
0 rememper Tha ey were not concerned wi ood sanitation, but wi e
f b H)th f d 7%90/ tation, but with th
/eeelping of lots of rules and regu/afions that would make someone ri*ua//y clean. Their

rules are for exclusion, not inc/ua’ing Ipeolp/e into God's /einga’om

Here are some questions to think about:

® W}WI'IL are some I’MIQS 7%)0/* yOM hOIV@ 7L0 'FO//OW? (0I7L home, 0I7L SChOO/, 0I7L Chbﬁ’Ch)?
® Wt’)‘(j GlO we have ru/es?

o What would halnluen for examlu/e if there were no road signs?
e In *oa/ay's reaa’ing, Jesus said You a’isobey God's commands in order fo o[oey

WhOI?L humans L)OIV@ faughf." - WhOI?L dO HOM *L)Iﬂ/? he VV)QOIVHL b_‘j 7%0/7[?
® WhONL are some FM/@S 7%)0!7[ J@SMS hOIS faugﬁnt MS?

B

/:orgiving (rod, your way IS gremter than human comlnrehension.

O,Uen our hearts and minds to *ru/y understand your way of inclusion, that we may
know the power of grace and mercy modelled by your Son, and live as reflections of
him,

Through Jesus Christ our Liberator, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unhly of

the /‘/o/y Slpiri*, one (1od, now and for ever

Amen



