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WELCOME TO ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY COLLEGE   
 
Kia ora koutou,  
 
At St Thomas’ we believe that the best preparation for life is an education 
which fosters excellence in a caring, diverse environment. We are 
committed to guiding our students through a broad range of spiritual, 
learning, cultural, sporting and service opportunities to develop young 
men with “educated hearts and educated minds”.  
 
This course booklet is designed to help students and whānau understand 
the courses that are available in Year 7-9. In this booklet, you will find 
information on the range of subjects taught and how each of these 
integrate through our junior programmes. 
 
If you have any questions or queries, please touch base with your son's 
mentor teacher first. If you are unsure of what to do and are new to 
school in 2023, please liaise with key people below. 
 

Kind Regards, 

Dean Smith & Chris Leader 

Dean Smith– dsmith@stc.school.nz   

Chris Leader- cleader@stc.school.nz 
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Year 7 & 8 Course Information 

 

 

 



 

                  ST THOMAS 
OF CANTERBURY COLLEGE 

 

 

 



 

                  ST THOMAS 
OF CANTERBURY COLLEGE 

Year 7& 8 Rotation Schedule 

 

Rotation 1 Rotation 2 

78ADV- Adventure Learning  78CUL- Around the world in 40 days 

78ART – Creative Art 78DSN – Creative Industries  

78DIG- Digital Technology 78MUS – Creative Music 

78REO - Te Reo Māori 78PAS – Pasifika Culture 

To find out more about each course, please refer to the course blurbs below.  
 

YEAR 7 & 8:  Rotation 1 
78ADV- Adventure Learning 

Get outdoors in our local environment. Raft building, hut building, climbing, tramping 
and survival skills are some of the topics covered in this practical and interactive 
course. We will be heading to spots around Christchurch to learn new skills that 
connect us with each other and our environment.  

 
 78ART – Creative Art   
In this course we shall explore a range of artmaking techniques that will include 
drawing, painting and printmaking. This is a practical artmaking course that runs over 
a term.  
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78DIG- Digital Technology  

In this course you will be beginning your journey with digital technology at St Thomas. 
We will be working with some of the latest technology to produce some exciting digital 
outcomes, such as, video games, websites & branding materials. You will be 
experiencing coding through mircrobits, sphereos and robots. For any questions, 
please contact Mr Mayo, jmayo@stc.school.nz. 
 

78REO - Te Reo Māori   
In this class the students will learn basic vocabulary and tikanga for in and out of the 
classroom. The students will also develop their understanding and use of sentence 
structure for basic conversation. 

 

YEAR 7 & 8: Rotation 2 
78CUL – Around the world in 40 days 
In this subject we will escape the classroom and go travelling around the world. We 
will visit different countries and learn about their culture, history, language and even 
their food! France and Japan will be on the menu as well as other places you may 
never have heard of. 
 

 78DSN – Creative Industries   
In this course we shall explore a range of artmaking techniques that will include 
design and photography that utilise Adobe software such as Photoshop along using 
cameras to capture images. This is a practical artmaking course that runs over a term. 
 
78MUS – Creative Music  
 Students that take this subject will learn how to develop their Music skills through the 
medium of Cartoon and Theme Music. We will be embarking on a journey of discovery, 
looking at early types of 'Storybook' Music to Walt Disney to today's most popular 
themes. Through this process students will learn to perform, collaborate, create and 
communicate the language of Music.  Every student has a favourite character and they 
will also get the opportunity to create a mini soundtrack and set it to their stories.   
 

78PAS – Pasifika Culture 

This subject involves learning about our Pasifika cultures through the most active and 
engaging ways possible. We'll look at music, movement, dance, song, pastimes, 
language and food. This is about building cultural rapport and understanding, while 
also building STC's performance capabilities.  
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Rotation 1 Rotation 2 

9ADL: Adventure Learning  9ART: Creative Art 

9DIG: Digital Technology  9CHI: Chinese Culture 

9MUS: Modern Day Rockstar 9DSN: Design and Photography 

9TEC: Hard Technology   9HIS: History 

To find out more about each course, please refer to the course blurbs below.  
 
 
Year 9: Rotation 1  
9ADV: Adventure Based Learning  
The 9 Adventure Course at STC allows students with an interest in the outdoors as a 
learning environment to gain skills, develop confidence, social and interpersonal 
relationships using the outdoors as a medium. It provides an opportunity for a more 
hands-on based subject and a learning pathway for those interested in the service and 
outdoor industry in NZ in later years. Topics that will be covered will include.   
· Orienteering (map reading, compass skills) Offsite and at school  
· ABL (Adventure Based Learning, teamwork and problem solving)  
· Mountain Biking (Develop basic riding skills, bike set up and safety) Offsite and at 
school.  
 
 
 
9DIG: Digital Technology  

In this course you will be continuing with your journey with digital technology at St Thomas. 
We will be working with some of the latest technology to produce some exciting digital 
outcomes, such as, video games, websites & branding materials. You will be experiencing 
coding through mircrobits, sphereos and robots and using these to participate in 
challenges, such as the world-wide “Do Your Bit” challenge and the newly established 
Rubber Duck Awards. For any questions, please contact Mr Mayo, jmayo@stc.school.nz. 
 
 
9MUS: Modern Day Rockstar   

This course looks at Music through the lens of the 21st century Musician. Students 
will be encouraged to write, perform, create, research and record music through 
some of their favourite styles. There is a strong focus on collaboration and music 
technology, intertwined with core music fundamentals, with the aim of developing 
enthusiastic and well-rounded musicians.  
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9TEC: Hard Technology   

A great opportunity to jump into the world of Technology and get a taste for a range 
of technological disciplines. The course runs over 1 term during which you will learn 
to plan, design and construct a small timber project. You will also develop your 
technical drawing skills and be introduced to product design.   
  
This course will be ideal to build a foundation of skills in the Technology Curriculum 
and will set you up for your future years in Graphics and Technology.  
 

Year 9: Rotation 2  
9ART: Creative Art  
In this course, we shall explore a range of traditional artmaking techniques that include 
drawing, painting and printmaking techniques. You shall create etches, paintings and 
charcoal drawings and experience using a range of wet and dry media. This is a 
practical artmaking course. 
 
9CHI: Chinese Culture   
Come and learn the most spoken language in the world! In this course we learn the 
basics of communicating in Chinese and some fascinating insights into Chinese 
culture. This course is for new students to Chinese or those who may have studied it 
before and any students wanting to take part in year 10 Chinese.  

 
 
9DSN: Design and Photography   
In this course, we shall explore a range of artmaking techniques for design and 
photography outcomes. You will utilise Adobe software such as Photoshop and 
Lightroom to edit and develop images and typography. This is a practical artmaking 
course that requires you to complete coursework outside of class time. 
 

9HIS: History  
Students will be taken on a short but bumpy ride through humanities greatest 
achievements as well it’s darkest moments. This journey will start at the Bronze Age 
and travel through to the present and into our possible future. It will immerse the 
boys into times gone by and will allow them to experience history by putting 
themselves in the shoes of some of the most important personalities throughout 
time, as well as in the shoes of the common folk. The boys will learn key historical 
skills and be challenged to discover aspects of world history that intrigue them, 
through two inquiries and presentations… … OK, strap yourself in, as we travel back 
5,500 years.  
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Year 9 Optional Courses: 

Students can join 9REO and 9PAS courses for a term, half year of full year. 

9REO: Te Huarahi o te tama tane  
Following on from year 7 & 8, the students will continue to develop their vocabulary 
on more varied topics. The students will also continue to develop their understanding 
of sentence structure and go into more depth with their understanding of tikanga and 
kawa, with a focus on the powhiri process. This exposing the students to more 
kaupapa Māori and te ao Māori.  

9PAS: Pasifika Studies 

This subject involves learning about our Pasifika cultures through the most active and 
engaging ways possible. We'll look at music, movement, dance, song, pastimes, 
language and food. This is about building cultural rapport and understanding, while 
also building STC's performance capabilities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


