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Kia ora
 
I hope that over this term break you are managing some time for rest and relaxation with those in your ‘bubble’. In my ‘bubble’ we have an energetic dog but I must say with the four of us at home he is even beginning to look hesitant if one of us are heading our for a walk. Clearly there are only so many walks he can manage in a day. 
 
Thank you for everything you are doing, we have been hearing  great community feedback.  I hope your community is taking the time to say thanks! 
 
We do appreciate your incredible work with preparing and implementing your remote learning plans for the start of Term 2, this includes your eLearning options or hard packs for your learners and whānau who don’t have connectivity at home, thank you. 
 
You may have already shared our guidance for parents, caregivers and whānau on how to help their children and young people while they are learning at home. Thank you for your response to the survey sent out on Friday, as I mentioned you do not need to complete the survey if you feel you do not need devices and hard copy packs for your students. Our staff will be contacting you from today to connect-in, so please let them know.
 
Learning Support Co-ordinators and SENCOs 
Learning Support Co-ordinators and SENCOs are continuing to provide an effective, adapted service to you while working from home. You can still access their support while we are working remotely, please stay connected with these teams to ensure the right supports are in place for you and your families. 
 
Resources to support schools and families 
I am mindful that so many of our community are struggling. While everyone’s situation is different these are difficult times as our wellbeing, daily routines and long-term plans are significantly altered. There are many resources to support our communities, including AllRight? and resources from the Sparklers website. There are some great online apps, for example Headspace has a range of things that help people keep calm and activities that help with sleep. 
 
Mana Ake: Stronger Together
A new Mana Ake has been launched and you will find advice and guidance for parents, whānau and teachers promoting wellbeing and positive mental health. Mana Ake kaimahi are available by phone while the current COVID-19 measures are in place. You can request support directly from Mana Ake at manaakefeedback@cdhb.health.nz 
 
Fire and Emergency 
Your teachers may already access the online resources for teachers and schools from Fire and Emergency NZ. There is also a section that contains fun games and activities for children. Plus, for parents, information about talking to children about fire safety, that you might want to share with your community.
 
Civil Defence Emergency Management Canterbury 
A helpline has been set up for anyone needing assistance with accessing essential household goods and services, such as food and medication, due to the COVID-19 lockdown. If you need urgent assistance call 0800 24 24 11 and you will be put through to your local area to discuss your needs. 
 
Grow Waitaha – opportunities for collaboration rather than duplication
This resource by the Grow Waitaha team is to support kura and Kāhui Ako navigate blended learning during Alert Level 4. 
 
I encourage you to stay connected with our team especially if you have any concerns and please do not hesitate to contact us anytime to discuss any issues you may be having so we can support you.
 
Regards Coralanne
 
 
Coralanne Child | Director of Education for Canterbury/ Chatham Islands | Sector Enablement & Support
 
For School Covid-19 related enquiries please email: Canterburyschools.covid19@education.govt.nz
For ECE covid-19 related enquiries please email: Canterburyece.covid19@education.govt.nz
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