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Dear Clergy, Wardens and people of faith 

I greet you in the name of the Risen Lord. 

Over the last year the Diocese of Dunedin, led by the Rev’d John Graveston (Child, Youth and Family Educator), 

has been doing a systematic review of the Child Protection Policy, Guidelines and Procedures that the Diocese 

of Dunedin implemented in 2018. During this review, it became clear that the policy need updating and 

modernising to ensure that it was providing the best structure for the care of our most vulnerable people. 

We are excited to announce that this work has been completed and that on the 5th of April 2022 the Diocesan 

Council of the Diocese of Dunedin passed the following resolution: 

Motion 8.5: Recognising that this must be a living document, that we implement the Safeguarding Policy 

Guidelines and Procedures and review it in six months’ time (September-October 2022). That Rev’d John 

Graveston and Mr Andrew Metcalfe (deputy) are confirmed as the Diocesan Safeguarding Advisors. 

If you are familiar with our previous policy, you will notice a number of changes. I will highlight the biggest 

changes here but encourage you to read the whole document to fully understand the policy, guidelines, and 

procedures. The notable changes are: 

Policy 

• The Policy has been re-written to include all vulnerable people in its mandate, hence the change of name 

from Child Protection to Safeguarding. 

• The Policy has been reformatted to be as user friendly as possible while still maintaining the required 

information. 

• The Definitions of Abuse have been expanded. 

Guidelines and Procedures 

• Clearer description of Parish/ Ministry Unit/ Cathedral Safeguarding Responsibilities and of the Ministry 

Unity Safeguarding Officer role (previously called Safety Coordinator). 

• Clearer description of the Diocesan Responsibilities and the Diocesan Safeguarding Advisor/s role. 

• The creation of an annual safeguarding audit to be completed by each Ministry Unit. 

• Expanded who is required to complete a safety check and who is to undergo what training. 

• Clear guidance around Boundary Training requirements. 

• A new guideline on Responding to every Safeguarding Concern or Allegation including a quick reference 

guide. 

• Information on non-recent abuse and the Diocese’s support around this. 



 
 
 
 

 

The Right Reverend Steven Benford 

Anglican Bishop of Dunedin 

Te Pîhopa o Ōtakou me Murihiku 
 

Peter Mann House PO Box 13170, Green Island, Dunedin 9052, Aotearoa/New Zealand 

Phone (03) 488 0820, Email: bishop.steven@calledsouth.org.nz 
 

 

Attached to this communication is a video created by our Diocesan Safeguarding Officer that walks you 

through these changes. 

One of the changes that will be highlighted in the video is the creation of an annual safeguarding audit to be 

completed by each Ministry Unit. You will be contacted shortly by the Rev’d John Graveston who will complete 

these with you. This process is not designed to be critical of what you may (or may not) be doing but to help 

our Ministry Units work towards being the safest places they can be. 

Our work on Safeguarding is ongoing so more resources, material and information will be released in due 

course, and you will be made aware of these when they come out. 

To aid with understanding this new policy the Diocese is providing two Question and Answer sessions via 

zoom. These dates and times are as follows: 

Session One: 11th August 2022, Thursday, 10:30 am, Meeting URL: https://anglicanchurch-
nz.zoom.us/j/99288392151 Meeting ID:       992 8839 2151 
 

Session Two: 16th August 2022, Tuesday, 7:00pm, Meeting URL: https://anglicanchurch-nz.zoom.us/j/93495365993 

Meeting ID:       934 9536 5993 

If you have any questions, please contact the Rev’d John Graveston, Diocesan Safeguarding Advisor on 0800 

237 239 or safe@calledsouth.org.nz 

 

Yours in Christ 
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