
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Term 3, Week 8 
Week Ending 11th September 2020 

 

Tēnā Koutou 

Speech Competition  
This event was held at the Hawarden Hall on 
Tuesday afternoon with a large number of 
Amuri students brave enough to take to the 
stage.  It was a real privilege to listen to the 
students on stage and see what a difference it 
made when students are able to choose their 
own topic.  Congratulations to all those that 
competed and in particular to those who were 
placed in the top 3 for their age group. Thanks 
to the Hawarden/Waikari Lions for putting this 
event together.  In a year of cancellations and 
postponements, it was great to have something 
go ahead and be such a success. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Te Wiki O Te Reo Maori  
Next week is Te Wiki o Te Reo Maori or Maori 
language week.  Although Te reo Maori is 
entwined with our learning programmes, it is 
always great to take this time to really focus on 
our unique New Zealand language.  Take this 
opportunity to use a little Te Reo around the 
home and don't be afraid to give it a try!   
 
 

Exams  
Well done to all our students who made it 
through practice exams this week.  These 
experiences are essential to prepare students 
for exam conditions and also in an uncertain 
year, provides some evidence should we need 
to use derived grades.  It is important to note 
that the subsequent addition to the extra credit 
subsidy recently announced in the media is for 
Auckland students only. 
 
Year 11-13 reports  
These will be emailed out at the end of term so 
please ensure we have an up to date email 
address for you. 
 
Ministry Accord Days  
There will be a Ministry mandated teacher only 
day on Thursday the 19th November.  We were 
waiting on confirmation on whether this would 
still go ahead and have been advised this is the 
case.  This means there will be no school on this 
day, however, exams will go ahead as normal if 
they are scheduled for your child on the 19th.  
 
School Uniform 
We have noticed there are some unacceptable 
intepretations of our uniform, namely students 
arriving wearing tights and leggings and 
monogrammed track pants. 
 
Our uniform policy states the following 
items are acceptable for the bottom half.  
 

Plain black Skort 
Plain Black Skirt 

Plain Black Dress Short 
Plain Black Dress Trouser 

School Kilt 
 
With the term break coming, it is a good 
time to get to town and purchase any 
missing items.  Please ensure your child is 
in correct uniform as we will not be 
accepting leggings and/or tights as a 
suitable bottom half.  
 
Have a great weekend. 
 
Kia Kitea Toikaka. 
 
James Griggs 
Principal 

Raising Achievement; Realising Potential;  
Encouraging Excellence 

Phone: 03-315-8233 
E-Mail: office@amuri.school.nz 
Web: www.amuri.school.nz 

mailto:office@amuri.school.nz
http://www.amuri.school.nz/


JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS 
Sadly, cancellations and postponements seem 
to be very prominent in all aspects of our lives 
at the moment. We are still adhering to our Level 
2 restrictions so primary assemblies are still 
postponed until further notice.  Class teachers 
are awarding their own Strive certificates in 
class until we can get back to normal.  Please 
also remember if you are entering the school 
grounds that you must sign in at either the 
school office, or use the national app. There is 
also a paper register in Room 1 for parents 
collecting students from Te Kooti.  
 
As a staff, we are struggling with the organising 
of events that are cancelled at the last minute, 
leaving us with further work to ‘unorganise’ 
things.  Under the current regulations, we would 
not be able to hold Pet Day and this week we 
have had a discussion on how we can make this 
happen without the threat of a cancellation 
hanging over us. So, this year we will be having 
a virtual Pet Day!  The date for this is Friday the 
23rd of October.  Children will enter their pet as 
normal, but the project and competitions will be 
done via video and photos.  There will be more 
details coming home in the next two weeks so 
we can make this as easy as possible for parents 
and whanau. 
 
Next week I will be visiting Rotherham and 
Waiau Schools to meet the Year 6 students in 
preparation for 2021. I am taking a small group 
of students who attended these schools to help 
answer any questions about transition and who 
are looking forward to helping me start the 
transition process for these students.  If any 
parent has questions about this transition 
process, feel free to give me a call here at school 
or email me at kylee@amuri.school.nz 
 
We will be asking that all students wear a broad 
brimmed sunhat when they are outside for Term 
4 so now is the time to start locating those 
sunhats!  Caps will not be allowed as they don’t 
adhere to our Sunsmart policy.  Broad brimmed 
sunhats are available from the school office or 
from Mainland Uniforms. Please make sure your 
child has an appropriate hat that is named.  We 
would appreciate it! 
 

On Tuesday Mrs Steel took six of our students 
to compete in the annual Lion’s speech 
Competition.  Amuri had six students competing 
in the Year 7/8 section - Matthew Kenyon, 
Ayame Balila, Kyla Domingo, Annie Francis, 
Catalina Serrano, Rosie Mones-Cazon.  We 
were thrilled to hear that Annie won the 
Intermediate section with Catalina 2nd and Rosie 
was 3rd.  Congratulations girls!  We know there 
was a lot of time and effort that went into the 
writing of the speeches but also the time that 
was spent on perfecting a polished 
performance.  Well done to all the students, we 
are very proud of your efforts. 
 
We would like to welcome Lizzy who has joined 
Mrs Shaw’s homeroom and the Year 7/8 hub. 
Welcome to Amuri!  
 
Nga mihi nui 
Kylee Habgood  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Roll of Honour 
Claude Armstrong 

Ewan Dalmer 
Aizelle Dela Rosa 
Alanah Flintoft 

Max Jackson 
Tom Jackson 
Ella Lauder 

Catherine Paragas 
Kaden Tily 

Tamika van de Wiel 
 

1st Merit 
Ava Brogden  

Nathalia Ferrer 
Alanah Flintoft 

Joni Lester 
Sophie Ockwell 

Avril Paea 
Catherine Paragas 
Hananiah Samera 

Hollie Scarlet 
 

2nd Merit 
Cris Tabunar 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Speech by Annie Francis 

Winner of the Year 7-8 Lions  
Speech Competition 2020 
Today I’m going to explain to you why you should not go vegan or  
if you are why you should change back immediately. If you are  
vegan, you’ll lack in vitamins, you’ll be broke and you’ll be causing  
damage to the environment and animal species. Keep on listening to  
hear more. 

Firstly, if you decide to go vegan which I hope you have not you will be lacking in vitamins B12, A 
& D3 and vitamin K2. B12 is naturally found in animal products such as eggs, fish, milk products 
and red meat. If you do not have this there are many problems. You can become tired, weak, and 
constipated. You can lose weight, lose your appetite, and possibly get megaloblastic anemia. Also, 
without B12 it can result in nerve problems, numbness in the hands and feet and you are at 
higher risk of getting a heart attack and having pregnancy complications. Did you know a vegan 
has a 20% higher chance of having a stroke than a person who has bacon and eggs for breaky most 
days? As you can tell B12 is a particularly important vitamin, but wait, there are more vitamins 
you will not have enough of such as A & D3.  These two are found in dairy products, grazing 
animals, egg yolk and cod liver oil. A and D3 help with immune regulation digestion and fertility 
hormone balance. And finally, the vitamin K2. K2 is a vitamin which transports calcium to the 
bones. Plants do not provide this, so when the vegans get older their bones will disintegrate and 
break down quicker than usual.  As you can tell there are tons of medical problems with the 
vegans and you do not want to grow up with all of these now do you, so it is a smart choice to stay 
an omnivore. 

You all probably know that vegans are anti-farming and anti-farmed animals, so they drink their 
special nut juice and have their fancy tofu. But what if I told you that their nut juice is worse for 
the environment then having cow’s milk, well guess what it is. It is scientifically proven that cow’s 
milk is better for the environment than making soy milk. To make soy milk they are chopping 
down rainforests and jungles, leaving unique animals without a home such as the Giant anteater, 
the red faced Uakari monkey, and the giant otter. The giant anteater has only 5,000 left of its 
kind. In the last 10 years its number has decreased over 30% due to habitat loss. Also, if they are 
chopping down the forests to make soy then the air will be filled with more carbon dioxide. The 
Amazon rainforests absorbs 2 billion tons of CO2 each year. 20% of the amazon forest has gone - a 
big part in that is for nut milk. 

Thirdly if you go vegan you will be enormously broke because it is awfully expensive even though 
you’re probably only getting a bit of lettuce with some broccoli and a side of nuts. Now that is not 
a proper meal. Imagine it, there would be no flavour in your food whatso ever. It would be 
tasteless. You will not even be able to put chicken or beef stock with your tofu. As well as that you 
would hardly ever be able to go out because of the cost and there are very few restaurants that 
serve vegan food. I just do not understand why you would put yourself through this. Becoming a 
vegan means you can’t have ice cream, chocolate, roasty potatoes cooked in the lamb fat, steak, 
KFC, burgers the list is endless. Also, animal fat offers distinctive nutrition, it is natural, and is 
just as good as vegetable oils. 

And that concludes all my information on why vegans shouldn’t be vegans, they lack in vitamins, 
are damaging forests and are becoming broke. 
 



Beautiful Durable Reusable 
 

School Book Covers | Document Covers | School 
Bags 

 
Made from polypropylene, these will handle 

knocks and scratches. Great price too. 
 

Visit www.lovethesecovers.com for the full 
range. 

 
SEPTEMBER ‘20 

7th – 11th Yr 10-13 Exam Week 
7th Yr 7/8 Girls’ Self Defence – Community Room 
7th Yr 1-6 Chilled Show in the Gym 
8th  Speech Competition at the Hawarden Hall 

9th 
Christchurch Schools’ Music Festival Area 
Rehearsal 

14th  Yr 1-8 Firewise Visit 

21st  
Yr 7/8 Trip to Godley Head Gun 
Emplacements 

21st Amuri Careers Tourism Day 
25th  End of Term 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Club of Rangiora Charitable Trust 
 

ALEX MURRAY EDUCATION AWARD 2020 
 

The Rotary Club of Rangiora awards a grant each year in memory of a former member, Alex 
Murray, to assist a young person about to leave school to undertake further training at an 
education centre, polytechnic or university. 

The grant, to a value of $5000, will be awarded to a young person living in either the Waimakariri 
or Hurunui Districts. The grant is to assist with course costs and/or study materials (excluding 
accommodation costs) over the first two years of tertiary study.  

We are calling for applications for this grant for study to be commenced in 2021.   

The application form may be obtained by emailing ayers.david@xtra.co.nz. 

Applications will close on Thursday 8th October 2020. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

Secondary School Achievers Fund 

What is the Secondary School Achievers Fund? 
The secondary School Achievers fund is for current school students from Year 11 – Year 13, who are going 
on to further study in the following year. 
Past recipients have used the funds for boarding fees, scholarship travel expenses, purchases of text books 
or electronic equipment. 

Criteria 
Applicants must have their family home within the Hurunui District boundary, although it is recognised that 
some applicants may currently be attending a school outside the district 

• Successful applicants will need to demonstrate their positive attitude as well as their high level of 
ability and/or ingenuity 

• Successful applicants will need to demonstrate how they would benefit from financial assistance to 
help them achieve their goals 

Conditions 
Funding is only for formal academic study, not voluntary work 

• This funding can only be received once 

• Late or incomplete applications will not be considered 

How do I apply? 
Applications for the Hurunui District Council Secondary School Achievers Fund are now open. 

Nominations Meeting Date Ceremony 

Open Monday 7 September, 
2020 

Close Monday 12 October, 
2020 

Judges meet – Monday 2 November. 
Judges recommendations to be made to November 

Council meeting. 

TBA 

For further details contact Maree Hare 03 314 0111 maree.hare@hurunui.govt.nz 

Successful applicants will receive their awards at a presentation ceremony in December (TBC) 
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FOR SALE - $300.00 
 

Nathan Kay and Will Neil created this high 
quality steel and jarrah wood table. 

1000mm x 600mm x 500mm. Please 
contact the office for more information 



 
 
 

The WORD Christchurch Spring Festival is a colourful explosion of stories, ideas, poetry 
and song. This season they celebrate the wealth of talent in Aotearoa, with 65 events and 
100 of our finest writers, thinkers and entertainers, including Elizabeth Knox, Witi Ihimaera, 
Tom Scott, Annabel Langbein, Siouxsie Wiles and Farid Ahmed, and a wealth of free family 
events at Tūranga. There’s something for all word lovers at WORD! Visit 
https://www.eventfinda.co.nz/tour/2020/word-christchurch 

Our amazing Year 7/8 Speech Competition Entrants 
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