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How many are your works, O Lord! In wisdom you made them all; the earth is full of
your creatures. There is the sea, vast and spacious, teeming with creatures beyond
number-living things both large and small. (Psalm 104:24-25)

SEASON OF CREATION - an ecumenical expression in worship and parish life

The Season of Creation is a global movement,
an annual month-long season when Christian communities pray and act to protect creation.

We'll dig deep into our faith and come away feeling refreshed in our unity
and our love for each other and the Creator.

The season starts 1 September, the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, and ends 4
October, the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of animals and ecology beloved by
many Christian denominations.

The Season of Creation focuses on the affirmation that the Earth belongs to God, and each
beloved creature belongs to this common home. As followers of Christ from around the globe,
we share a common role as caretakers of God’s creation. We see that our wellbeing is interwoven
with its wellbeing. The Season of Creation is a time to renew our relationship with our Creator
and all creation through celebration, conversion, and commitment together; to join our sisters
and brothers in the ecumenical family in prayer and action for our common home.

Prayer is a powerful experience and tool to raise awareness and foster transformational
relations and ministry. For centuries, our theology, our ethics, and our worship have been
oriented in two dimensions: our relationship with God and our human relationships with one
another. Now, particularly in our increasing awareness of climate change and environmental
concerns, it is time to turn our attention to God'’s relationship with all creation and with our
relationship with creation (and with God through creation).

This global celebration began in 1989 with the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Dimitrios I, who
proclaimed the recognition of September 1st as a Day of Prayer for Creation - and this is now
embraced by the wide ecumenical community. It was embraced by other major Christian
European churches in 2001, and by Pope Francis for the Roman Catholic Church in 2015.

A significant compilation of resources is to be found on the Season of Creation website:
www.seasonofcreation.org including a full guide, ideas, themes based on the lectionary readings,
and calls to action. A further rich treasure trove of resources is to be found on
www.letallcreationpraise.org



http://www.seasonofcreation.org/
http://www.letallcreationpraise.org/

Now is a great time to begin your planning for celebrating the Season of Creation.

There are two particular sources for themes to reflect on in this ecumenical season of prayer,
worship and action.

THEME OPTION: “Letall creation praise”

This option forms part of a three-year cycle of themes, as noted in the MCNZ/PCANZ Lectionary.
This arises from a project influenced by Australian Norman Habel, and has produced a range of
liturgical and other resources on the website www.letallcreationpraise.org

A book resource available, that includes reflections from which to develop sermons, is The
Season of Creation: A Preaching Commentary by Norman Habel, David Rhoads, and Paul Santmire,
from (Fortress Press, 2011). In addition, the website ‘Singing from the Lectionary’ also includes
hymn suggestions based on themes. https://lectionarysong.blogspot.com/

This expression of the Season of Creation utilises a collection of three series to sit alongside the
traditional 3-year lectionary cycle, though with an alternative selection of scripture readings to
the Revised Standard Lectionary. Each series is based respectively on the themes of ‘Spirit’,
‘Word’, and ‘Wisdom’. For 2022 (Year C), the theme is ‘Wisdom’ and has the following themes:

1st Sunday in Creation Ocean Sunday

2nd Sunday in Creation Animal Sunday

3rd Sunday in Creation Storm Sunday

4th Sunday in Creation Universe Sunday

5th Sunday in Creation Blessing the animals (St Francis of Assisi Day)

THEME OPTION: “Listen to the Voice of Creation.”

During the COVID-19 pandemic, many have become familiar with the concept of being muted in
conversations. Many voices are muted in public discourse around climate change and the ethics
of Earth-keeping.
“I have heard their cry...I know their sufferings...Come, now! I will send you...I will be with you”
(Ex 3:1-12)

These are voices of those who suffer the impacts of climate change. These are voices of people
who hold generational wisdom about how to live gratefully within the limits of the land. These
are voices of a diminishing diversity of more-than-human species. It is the voice of the Earth.

The burning bush is the Symbol for the
Season of Creation 2022. Today, the
Listen to the prevalence of unnatural fires are a sign of the
Voice O_f creation devastatingeffects that climate change has on
SEASON OF CREATION 2022 the most vulnerable of our planet. Creation
cries out as forests crackle, animals flee, and
people are forced to migrate due to the fires
of injustice.

The Burning Bush

Ex 3:1-12

On the contrary, the fire that called to Moses as he tended the flock on Mt. Horeb did not consume
or destroy the bush. This flame of the Spirit revealed God’s presence. This holy fire affirmed that
God heard the cries of all who suffered, and promised to be with us as we followed in faith to our
deliverance from injustice.

THEME OPTION: Green Sunday

The Methodist Church of New Zealand has commended the recognition of Green Sunday in the
Lectionary. This is suggested for the 4th Sunday in September, within the Season of Creation. For
2022, this celebration will occur on Sunday 25 September.


http://www.letallcreationpraise.org/
https://lectionarysong.blogspot.com/

OPPORTUNITIES OF LOCAL OBSERVANCE

Individuals and communities are invited to participate through prayer, worship, join
sustainability projects, study groups/home groups, or add your voice in advocacy ... these are
suggestions that could be within your own parish, organised in connection ecumenically with
neighbouring parishes and faith communities, or in conjunction with local organisations
concerned for the environment.

Prayer: prayer services during the Season of Creation that

unites all Christians to care for our common home.
Some examples: host an ecumenical church service on
a creation or a climate-focused service, to explore the
theological and scientific basis of creation care and
action on climate, to pray, and to commit to action. You
could even consider holding a common prayer event
outdoors in a park, at a beach, or on a hilltop.

Worship: incorporate elements of the season into your own Parish’s worship services.

This could be done by including elements or preaching themes across all the Sundays, or

focus on the first Sunday as ‘Creation Sunday’.
Some examples: use a litany within each service; use hymns and songs focusing on
celebrating creation and caring for it; when holding Holy Communion using a
liturgy that celebrates God'’s creation; for your offertory, ask children and adults
to gather symbols from nature and take them to the holy table as “fruit of the earth
and work of human hands” alongside the bread and wine; create banners or
incorporate other symbols of creation for the church/sanctuary space.

Celebrate: Observe and give witness to the beauty of creation in your locale.
For example: create a photo wall in your church, inviting people to bring photos
of something which for them celebrates the beauty of creation in their garden,
street, or wider town or region; organise a contemplative walk outside to meditate
on the gift of God’s creation.

Sustainability: Make a commitment as a local church community to taking long term
action to reduce its own greenhouse gas emissions.
Some examples: invite local youth groups to combine for a beach or waterway
clean-up of plastics and rubbish; introduce recycling to your church buildings.

Advocacy: Raise your voice for climate justice by participating or leading an ongoing
campaign.
Some examples: join with other churches and wider society in a common call for
governments to take much bolder action on climate change in this country in
advance of COP26.

Study Group: hold within your own parish, or combine with neighbouring parishes, for
a reflection and conversation on a theme related to the Season of Creation. Find a guest
speaker, or draw upon people in your own community with a special interest.
Some examples: invite neighbouring congregations to hold a workshop or
discussion on Pope Francis’ encyclical Laudate Si; host a movie screening of The
Inconvenient Truth and/or An Inconvenient Sequel: Truth to Power, or as an all-age
movie The Lorax, from which engage a discussion on caring for the environment.
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SEASON OF CREATION PRAYER

Creator of All, We are grateful that from your communion of love you created our
planet to be a home for all. By your Holy Wisdom you made the Earth to bring forth a
diversity of living beings that filled the soil, water and air. Each part of creation praises
you in their being, and cares for one another from our place in the web of life.

With the Psalmist, we sing your praise that in your house “even the sparrow finds a home,
and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young.” We remember that you
call human beings to keep your garden in ways that honour the dignity of each creature
and conserve their place in the abundance of life on Earth.

But we know that our desire for power that pushes the planet beyond her limits. Our
consumption is out of harmony and rhythm with Earth’s capacity to heal herself. Habitats
are left barren or lost. Species are lost and systems fail. Where reefs and burrows,
mountaintops and ocean deeps once teemed with life and relationships, wet and dry
deserts lie empty, as if uncreated. Human families are displaced by insecurity and conflict,
migrating in search of peace. Animals flee fires, deforestation and famine, wandering in
search of a new place to find a home to lay their young and live.

In this Season of Creation, we pray that the breath of your creative Word would move our
hearts, as in the waters of our birth and baptism. Give us faith to follow Christ to our just
place in the beloved community. Enlighten us with the grace to respond to your covenant
and call to care for our common home. In our tilling and keeping, gladden our hearts to
know that we participate with your Holy Spirit to renew the face of your Earth, and
safeguard a home for all.

In the name of the One who came to proclaim good news to all creation, Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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