
Work notice: Waiwetu Street, Fendalton, wastewater repairs

Ref: 11184

Rebuilding earthquake damaged roads, 
water, wastewater and storm water pipes. 

What  

23 November 2015

When

Earthquake damaged wastewater pipes will be replaced

Between 12 to 38 Waiwetu Street Where
From Monday 30 November to 18 December 2015, then following the 
Christmas break the crew will return from 5 January until around the 
end of February

Please turn over

What we are doing: 
• The wastewater (sewer) pipes that run between 12 and 38 Waiwetu Street were badly  
   damaged in the earthquakes and need to be dug up and replaced.  
 
From Monday 30 November - 18 December 2015: 
• Before Christmas we will begin repairing the public lateral pipes (the first section of pipe  
   from the main pipe in the road towards houses). To carry out this work one lane of traffic will  
   need to be closed, there will be a priority give-way system in place to allow traffic past the work  
   site. The work site will move along Waiwetu Street, please stay safe, be alert to changes and  
   follow the signage on site. 
 
From Friday 18 December 2015 - 5 January 2016:
• The crew will be on a break for the holidays. If any work sites need to remain they will be  
   condensed as much as possible, we expect two lanes of traffic to be open.   
 
From Tuesday 5 January 2016: 
• In January we will start replacing the main pipe in the street. Due to the location and size of the  
   main pipe that needs to be replaced there will be a full road closure in place along Waiwetu  
   Street during working hours (7.00am - 6.00pm). We will update you before this stage of the  
   work begins.  

Building a stronger wastewater network Seeking your feedback

There are four general options available to the Council:

       Repair the conventional gravity wastewater system 

or replace the existing system with one of the following 
three alternative wastewater systems

       Enhanced gravity wastewater,  

        

       Vacuum wastewater, or 

       Pressure wastewater.

An alternative wastewater system can be used in a 
particular area if it provides cost or time benefits and 
resilience advantages over conventional gravity systems.

All four options are described in the following pages.
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How does it work?

Gravity moves wastewater downhill along sloped pipes. 
In Christchurch, the land is generally flat and the pipes 
were laid on a very slight slope for long distances. The 
pipes sometimes reach depths of up to 5 metres before 
reaching a pump station. The slighter the pipe slopes, 
the more sensitive the system is to the ground deforming 
(i.e. moving up, down or sideways and staying that way 
permanently) in an earthquake.  

A conventional gravity wastewater system

The existing conventional gravity system also has a number 
of older pipes that are generally rigid, e.g. earthenware 
pipes. These pipes are more sensitive to ground 
deformation in the event of an earthquake than pipes made 
of modern materials such as PVC or polyethylene (PE).  

What is the impact on communities and property owners?

During the repair process, SCIRT often needs to access 
and repair or replace pipes by cutting a trench in the 
ground, usually in the road (i.e. ‘dig down’ methods). 
Depending on the location and depth of the pipes, the 
work can be very disruptive with road closures, noise, 
dust and vibration.  

Pipe lining can be used where pipes are broken and the 
pipe is still largely intact. This technique does not work 
when the slope of the pipe has changed. Pipe lining does 
not require much digging, which makes it generally less 
disruptive and much quicker.  

Private property owner consent to do this work is not 
normally required as nearly all of it happens on public land.

CONVENTIONAL GRAVITY WASTEWATER SYSTEM1

Follow us on Twitter @SCIRT_info

Visit our website and sign up to receive our  
e-newsletter for the latest information.Email: info@scirt.co.nz

www.strongerchristchurch.govt.nz

Council propertyPrivate property

Conventional gravity wastewater  
main laid up to 5 metres deep

Private lateral

Property boundary

Wastewater lateral

The Council is responsible for the 
wastewater lateral outside the 

property boundary and the gravity 
wastewater main.

Footpath and roadside berm

The private lateral, up to the 
boundary, will remain the property 
owner’s responsibility

The property owner’s responsibility

The Council’s responsibility

What are the wastewater system options?

2

Private lateral: The  
property owner’s responsibility

Diagram showing the sections of pipes we will be replacing:

Property boundary

2. Wastewater main: 
this will be replaced

1. Public section of the lateral: 
Council’s responsibility,  

this will be replaced



Information on lateral connections

As part of the work to replace the wastewater system a section of the lateral (house pipes)  
between 12 and 38 Waiwetu Street will need to be replaced. We will either open trench or pipe 
burst a section of the lateral pipes, this will depend on how damaged each pipe is. 

In most cases we will use a technique called pipe bursting to complete the job. This involves      
digging two small pits and pulling a bursting head through the existing pipe. The bursting head 
breaks up the old pipe as it moves along the pipeline. The new piece of pipe is pulled through 
behind the bursting head, replacing the old pipe as it goes. Because pipe bursting does not 
require trenching along the whole length of the pipe it takes less time and has fewer impacts. 
 
If the lateral pipe is really badly damaged we may need to dig down to the pipe and replace it. 

DISCLAIMER: This map is for informational purposes and has not been prepared for, nor is it suitable for legal, surveying, or engineering purposes.
Users of this information should review or consult the primary data and information sources to ascertain the usability of the information.
There is no warranty or guarantee as to the content, accuracy, timeliness, or completeness of any of the data provided, and assumes  no legal responsibility for the
information contained hereon. Copyright Reserved - Christchurch City Council, Crown, CERA, Orion, Transpower, Telecom, Contact, Vodafone, Ecan, Enable, Liquigas, Mobil

© Copyright 2015. All rights reserved.Printed: 19/11/2015 16:18
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Key: 	  
        Laterals to be replaced 
 
        Wastewater main to be replaced 
        (January 2016)  
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Where: Replacing the lateral pipes:   
• Work will begin near 12 Waiwetu Street and  
   progress north.  
 
• Each lateral is expected to take around two  
   days to replace, depending on the    
   ground conditions near the pipe.  
 
•  If your lateral runs underneath your  
   driveway vehicle access may not be  
   able to be maintained overnight. If this is  
   not possible a vehicle restriction notice  
   will be delivered to you the day before.  
   Pedestrian access to all properties along  
   Waiwetu Street will be maintained at all  
   times. 
 

DISCLAIMER: This map is for informational purposes and has not been prepared for, nor is it suitable for legal, surveying, or engineering purposes.
Users of this information should review or consult the primary data and information sources to ascertain the usability of the information.
There is no warranty or guarantee as to the content, accuracy, timeliness, or completeness of any of the data provided, and assumes  no legal responsibility for the
information contained hereon. Copyright Reserved - Christchurch City Council, Crown, CERA, Orion, Transpower, Telecom, Contact, Vodafone, Ecan, Enable, Liquigas, Mobil

© Copyright 2015. All rights reserved.Printed: 19/11/2015 16:18
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Traffic impact: 

Waiwetu Street

Example of the traffic management: 
• One lane of Waiwetu Street will be closed,  
   there will be a priority give way system 
   in place to allow traffic past the work site.  
 
• The work site will move along Waiwetu  
   Street, please be alert to changes and  
   follow the signage on site. Thank you for  
   looking out for the safety of our crew and  
   driving carefully past the work site. 

Please see next page



The crew will relay the wastewater 
lateral from the wastewater main in 
the road to the ‘inspection point’. An         
‘inspection point’ is where the public 
and private sections of the pipe meet. 

Usually the 
alignment of the 
wastewater pipe 
will be marked 
on the street  
before works 
begin. 

Call Fulton Hogan on: 0800 277 34 34 (8.30am- 5.00pm Monday - Friday)  

Email Fulton Hogan at: rebuildinfo@fultonhogan.com 
 
Visit the SCIRT website: www.strongerchristchurch.govt.nz

Need more information?

@

If you are not the owner of this property please pass this leaflet onto your landlord or property manager. 

Please contact Fulton Hogan on 0800 277 3434 if you have any specific  
access needs, eg. Nurse/doctor visits, Meals on Wheels, or planned  
works on your property.  

General Information:   

 
Our standard work hours are Monday to Saturday between 7.00am to 6.00pm.  

There will be increased noise, dust and vibration levels.

Works will have no planned impact on power, phone or internet, water or gas  
services. However, the network is still fragile so please be prepared in case  
there is an unexpected service cut off.

Safety is our number one priority. Safety is your responsibility too. Stay clear and 
stay alert. Keep your vehicle safe by locking it and removing any valuables if your 
car is parked on the street. 

If possible please put your Christchurch City Council bins outside of the work area 
on collection day. If you need a hand with this please let the crew know on site of 
give us a call on 0800 277 34 34.

Entry trench

New pipe Pipe bursting 
head

Broken up old pipe

Old damaged pipe

Exit trench

Pulling unit

Information on lateral connections (continued) 

How pipe bursting works: 


