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King’s High School in 1948 was one of many schools still struggling with the aftermath of WW2. Many of the staff were returned serviceman trying to readjust to civilian life, especially those who had served overseas; some were trying to resume normal family life, others were trying to start normal family life; several were studying part-time to complete interrupted academic qualifications; some experienced staff were being promoted to more senior positions in other schools; a new Rector was feeling his way; discipline was rigidly enforced by the many staff who had been exposed to years of military discipline; and military drill was an important part of the school curriculum. In the 5th Form of that year was a considerable cohort of late-maturing pupils, many of whom would become high achievers if properly nurtured.
Eric Anderson was one of this cohort; the son of a Dunedin lawyer of the same name, which may explain why he was known as “Joe’.  As a runner he began to flourish, and with the expert coaching he received from former Empire Games Athlete Arnold Anderson, he began winning races (100 yards, 440 yards) and by placing 3rd in the Senior Cup the following year, was selected for the schools Athletics Team. Joe’s father was a decorated WW1 Veteran who had also served in WW2, and his son’s lifelong interest in matters military was both whetted and cemented by Ross Fraser, the Deputy Rector who commanded the school Cadet Corps.  Joe duly won the cup for the best Sergeant in A Company. In his final year at school, he was made a Prefect, and served on the committee which organised the school’s Rugby Programme.
On leaving school, Joe chose to study Law at the University of Otago. In those days Law Students studied full-time for two years, then studied part-time while working in a Law Office.  He attended the early morning and early evening classes, getting there mainly by bicycle. He worked for his father’s firm Webb, Allan, Walker & Anderson, and was admitted to the bar on the morning of February 14, 1956, before marrying Lee in the afternoon. He continued working for the firm, doing court work, and advisory work for the local authorities throughout Otago and Southland on planning matters. He eventually moved to Mosgiel to help run their office there.
In 1970 Joe was approached by J.D. Murray, the Stipendiary Magistrate (S.M. as judges were termed then) to consider coming on to the bench, but he declined the offer, feeling that he was too young. Two years later he was again approached and decided to accept thereby becoming one of youngest S.Ms to be appointed (nowadays aspiring judges apply for such a position). 
As a judge was not allowed to serve on the bench where he had previously practised so Invercargill and its court became home. Joe served on the bench from 1972-1990, much of that time as a sole judge travelling throughout Southland and to Queenstown for court sittings. He was known and respected as a no-nonsense judge, at one time termed “Smokin Joe” – testament to the summary justice he dispensed! On retiring from the bench Joe worked on a temporary warrant travelling throughout New Zealand and then served on the Parole Board for a time before becoming fully retired.
When Joe left school, he had joined the Territorial Army, and progressed through the ranks to become Lieutenant-Colonel of the 4th Otago and Southland Battalion. At their 150-year celebrations in 2010, by then Honorary Colonel Joe, he extolled the virtues of the former Compulsory Military Training (CMT) Scheme for its character building (which he believed had to be taught) and lamented the scheme’s demise (while acknowledging its expense). He also chaired the panel which chose Rugby Southland’s new board and received the Rotary Paul Harris Fellowship Awards for his community and legal services. Widely respected for his integrity, Joe is the epitome of the true Southern Man.
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