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SCHOOL INFORMATION SHEET

Project title: Children’s neighbourhood perceptions and experiences during the COVID-19 lockdown in Aotearoa New Zealand
Name of Principal Investigator: Associate Professor Melody Smith
Name of Co-Investigators: Dr Victoria Egli, Associate Professor Terryann Clark, Dr Jinfeng Zhao, Dr Niamh Donnellan

Kia ora, talofa lava, malo e lelei, kia orana, fakaalofa lahi atu, bula vinaka, 嗨, हैलो, greetings
My name is Melody Smith, I am an Associate Professor at the School of Nursing at the University of Auckland and a researcher in environments and health. I am leading a research project to understand children’s positive experiences of their local neighbourhoods during the COVID-19 lockdown in Aotearoa New Zealand. 
We are inviting children aged 5-13 years across the country to participate in an online survey. Participation is entirely voluntary and parents/caregivers or their child can choose to stop participating in the survey at any time and can skip any questions they don’t want to answer.
Why is this research important?
Neighbourhood environments can have significant and long-lasting impacts on children's physical, psychological, and social health. Our earlier research has shown how important neighbourhoods are to child health, and also a strong desire and capability of children to articulate their needs and preferences about neighbourhoods and health. 
From a health perspective, Alert Level 4 presented striking and unprecedented changes in how neighbourhood design functioned at a national scale – in particular the significant drop in motorised transport opened up neighbourhoods for children and families to use in new ways. Anecdotally, it appears this has resulted in increased physical activity and play out in neighbourhood environments. In this research we are prioritising children’s perspectives to understand how they liked to use their neighbourhood environments during this time. We will be sharing research findings with policy-makers and practitioners in neighbourhood design. Understanding children’s perspectives can feed into advocacy efforts for improved neighbourhood design and can help inform future planning around disaster/epidemic responses for children and their neighbourhoods (e.g., through identifying temporary interventions to enable positive experiences for children). 


What will happen?
Parents need to consent to their child participating, and their child needs to assent to participating. The survey will take at least 3 minutes (length will depend on the amount of information children choose to share) and asks the following questions:
· Child age
· Postcode or name of neighbourhood
· Preferred pseudonym/pretend name/user name
· Whether they played/were active in their neighbourhood more, less, or the same as usual during Alert Level 4
· Children are asked to share what they liked about their neighbourhood during lockdown in a way that works for them - they are able to enter text directly into the survey (e.g., story, poem, song), or upload a drawing or photo (with no faces/identifiable information), or both. This activity can be as short or long as the child prefers. We also ask whether the information they shared refers to specific Alert Levels, and/or before or after lockdown.
We are not keeping any personal or identifiable information, and so are not able to contact participants directly with any survey feedback. We will be sharing research findings (with no individuals identifiable) on social media, at: @KidsShareNZ (twitter and Instagram) and fb.me/KidsShareNZ (Facebook). You are welcome to email me directly if you would like to have grouped results sent directly to you when these are available (melody.smith@auckland.ac.nz).
For every completed survey, we will donate $5 to KidsCan, to a maximum of $500.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The survey link is: https://tinyurl.com/KidsshareNZ
Data treatment and privacy
This survey is completely anonymised.  No identifiable information is being collected (and no IP address is collected). Participants are asked not to include any identifiable information in the information they share. The research team will screen all data for any identifiable information and will remove any information that could potentially identify people. Data will be stored on a password-protected computer, accessible only by the research team. Data will be kept for a maximum of 6 years and then destroyed thereafter. 
Rights to withdraw from participation
Because the survey is completely anonymous, we will not be able to link any information that has been completed with children, or their household. This means that data submitted cannot be withdrawn after the survey has been completed. Children do not have to answer any questions that they don’t want to.

What are you asking of schools?
We are asking schools to support this research through advertising the survey to parents (for example through school newsletters). If you do choose to advertise the survey, we also ask that schools complete and return a school consent form by email to melody.smith@auckland.ac.nz.
If you have any questions about the research project, please contact:

· Associate Professor Melody Smith, melody.smith@auckland.ac.nz.
· For any concerns regarding ethical issues you may contact the Chair, the University of Auckland Human Participants Ethics Committee, at the University of Auckland Research Office, Private Bag 92019, Auckland 1142. Telephone 09 373-7599 ext. 83711. Email: humanethics@auckland.ac.nz 

Approved by the University of Auckland Human Participants Ethics Committee on 2 July 2020 for three years.  Reference Number 024758
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