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24 April 2020

Kia ora koutou 

Thank you very much for your speedy replies to our request for information around the return to school (or not!) of students next week. This has been a huge help as we have got planning underway for a partial reopening of our school during Alert Level 3. It has enabled us to plan and get things organised for those students who need to be at school while their parents are at work. At this stage it looks like we will have 29 students on site. If you have any questions about your child being at school, or if something changes for you with work, and your child needs to be at school, please let me know. principal@kbs.school.nz 

Earlier in the week, 32 KBS Ipads and Chromebooks were sent out to families to use in the next phase of learning at home. We don't have an unlimited supply of devices but are happy to support with devices where we can, particularly now the Ministry of Education is assisting with insurance issues that might arise. If a device has been issued to your child, it must come back to school as soon as we reopen so that it can be used again in classrooms. If you have any questions about devices please contact me. principal@kbs.school.nz

In order to open, we have to meet stringent requirements from the Ministries of Health and Education. This includes ensuring physical distancing, additional hygiene and cleaning requirements along with limiting contact between staff to students and student to student. Students attending  school in the next two weeks will be allocated to a 'school bubble'. Each bubble will be colour coded. Siblings will be in the same bubble and there will be two teachers allocated to each bubble. Each bubble will operate out of a designated classroom, have separate play breaks and their own allocated toilets to use. More information on the set up for school and operation of these bubbles will be sent home before Wednesday 29th April. In the meantime if you have any questions please let me know. principal@kbs.school.nz

Staff have been using this week, and will also need the Teacher Only day on Tuesday 28th April, to gear up for the next two weeks of Learning at Home during Alert Level 3. Our intention is to provide online learning alongside hard copies of materials for families to use too. We know there is considerable pressure on families from all directions at the moment, so please do what you can and ask for help where needed. Packs will be available to collect from the school drive through (as they were last time) from the afternoon of Tuesday 28th. A notification will be sent out once they are ready to go. If you can arrange with friends, family or neighbours to pick up packs for them too (ahead of coming to school) that would be hugely appreciated as it then limits the amount of contact and traffic. If you have any questions around this please let me know. principal@kbs.school.nz

Thank you for your ongoing support, I hope you and your families are staying well, our thoughts are with everyone at this challenging time particularly around health, wellbeing and economic pressures. Next week a survey will come out around these issues to help us put supports in place for when school opens again. In the meantime, if you have any urgent needs or concerns, please call me on 021 082 50118. 
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