UCan SVA Leadership Course
By Hannah Ferris and Asha Biggs

We were lucky enough to participate in a 3-day leadership course with the University of Canterbury's Student Volunteer Army. This opportunity was over three weeks in which we learned several skills including teamwork, leadership, planning, and communication. We were able to work with around 6 other schools and each school selected 4-5 students to attend this, in which we planned and produced a volunteering activity with Cultivate Christchurch which is a social enterprise that combines productive urban farming, youth development, and community participation. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]On the first day, we travelled to the University of Canterbury where we were able to get to know the 6 other schools. We were working with Rangi Ruru, St Margarets, Papanui High, Riccarton High, Cashmere High, and Rangiora High. We started by getting to know the Student volunteer army and what they do. We then got a tour of the centre of the university of canterbury in which we were able to experience and view the engineering block of the university and the science blocks. After we got a tour of the UC centre we got split into two groups in which we then spent some time playing a team leadership and team bonding game. We had two gumboots and we had to get the whole team across to the other side, just using the gumboots. This was great as we got to know the other people that we would be working with. We learned valuable skills in this game and it was fun getting to know each other experience. We then shared our ideas for next week's project planning. We planned how we would split up our jobs, who would be doing what and what our lunch options would be.[image: https://lh4.googleusercontent.com/U8Kw6E2410x_z7J0MOWoNx6uDukn97ejp2cL_Xx0VZFZqXMmvhatOiI2HsFB_gVuh4J9e3Tp5G-iVnfkTpvENtJFkd29BOxUBWWipqqfphqXSqxFI-kKLIg0qnJjMikcr5-7fre_]

On Wednesday 7th August we travelled to 156 Peterborough Street in Christchurch Central City to visit and help volunteer at Cultivate Christchurch. This project involved various jobs including shoveling mulch, worm tending, composting and finally clearing out the overgrown weeded corner. We got the lucky job of digging out the overgrown weeds and mud. We then transferred it into another part of the site and raked it out, put cardboard over the top of it and then covered it with wood chips so that weeds couldn’t grow through and it was another space on site for it to be used for produce. This was great because we were all split up at the site and we were working with a whole new group of people. We all used skills like teamwork, communication and lots of hard work in order to make it work. We managed to finish our job perfectly on time for lunch which was great. At the start of the session, we also got a rundown of what they actually do at Cultivate Christchurch which is producing and selling organic fruit and vegetables and selling them locally. Another cool thing that Cultivate Christchurch does is they deliver their products to cafes and restaurants locally on bikes. The restaurants and cafes then pay them for not only producing and delivering those organic products but also they pay them to take their food scraps which then they use to feed the worms and make the compost so it all goes in a big circle. This day was probably our favourite day because we were busy bees and we had lots of fun. As we mentioned before, it was an extremely fun day and we were always busy. We also got to learn so many skills. Here are some photos from our day out. [image: https://lh4.googleusercontent.com/qqjKqWt6n9fUvqzsdR_-Lj8LPnjHCYg8gHXwNVM7Nuk5cRSMYjtjnvn90KixqCdO816pexXMzhaF1SyTvosjx3BwHm3XOFzQvpDoKM_vx2zXmxqE8sNAhQCkeGZeosf-HKVdY-oc][image: https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/hgayNOQZuIZqokCW_DgqZ8txTEjNOa_aq4lQFD1ZBk09RUlUgGXjo8EbbMVCR8IyOX5KEDGD1YmF4viAf81A6UhONNT-ivD22fKpQcK1u3JEE69pCeoIsit-BZ6hsPkYa3Oug4jV][image: https://lh4.googleusercontent.com/q0vwC3dKngioJGEcVOlhPOPieuKDfDqTSKy8oMmUZy_mbJxPclIvrEn--13XbSfkKSB8i2ZsfmOdZZkLgP0Wj56CinLiQp9cyu24lgWtzTciyRDwp8c1ldE-lT2TCtnYwLTBuvt_][image: https://lh4.googleusercontent.com/r3lS2boXbxhxoMH5KpFRzcxam3_9dXsoJ-XM9U4pR87zmsbrat5g36-oY8p65KPv7nceiyZPixkw87uS65Y5Nwp7u-hJMWah5M69WzanbYhHaicIzyEbEDZ3wtKq7f0_UAFYRrLl][image: https://lh4.googleusercontent.com/AKgAPmnkphDu5mtPCwpPFw1xzNkB21A7wuAb_QwIKBjTCTZ4MftpIkEVB59ueLiBBfHFI2YM_ieRwRcGHwiqKBOUs59SQMeJ7wPJh1bHajwtRz-TgPVjMa4QHAvFBesfuX30uHIg]

[image: https://lh4.googleusercontent.com/VSdhepurpguhYkrA6mm8oCB1CZRPDm1rRiayYP2yr0uWiAohJ0sBKNXlynI0fWOUkM2m1dThRWKjraka3bsfQv9_-mm3KIKvshiIb-rAwc_zLn70_dy7Y18unVEDDnTIGDXV194-][image: https://lh5.googleusercontent.com/Qn-4dtnuFbK_fj0Qx5BxweOnAdVgAa8X_ecgKUH_D-asmS3cjk58EMXY2PgtSmTtxkr_qJ9JkICaMcx1y3TJRHlzluR3PeTaqOTm1HK-Ff-mdUd7GUHmCVpvp1qw4058ALgwfBoj][image: https://lh5.googleusercontent.com/7EGLbpc1aa6lE9nNxX7s1egRWZ6KWXAc9nVU5PQWK0oGzMvZPJEgaQQzI9IDHtGfh3H642meUuOa7ocVl8d_cuYCVSn-RgzJ9zVfll7C-E_uXPfKATKcrtPiJ--DnrjVit-roCaD][image: https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/L3kRM7pHM7XT66RyQdgYwrmwsTLZnjH_6gB8vxgL3BacIPBMDF7ZVLloXHyPc8uQ0Ob0sXgyKlfDd-vjIYw9DDRDjQcnyI06oeaFuYD7QRZV6zmoJcrEOCkO_iv5yVh2DqYKPolh]


Our final day was a day full of reflections and planning for the future. We started by reflecting on our project day, we thought about what went well and what we would change next time. We got to do these activities in groups from different schools and it was great fun to connect up with other schools again. Our groups could think of many positives from the project day but not many negatives as we all had such a good busy day and we couldn't find anything we would change except for maybe doing a full day. After this, we worked in a new group and created a project which probably wouldn’t be realistic but it was so much fun because we were able to be creative. This was such a fun challenge and we didn’t work with just our school again. There were things like an underwater marine hospital, flying hospital, magnetic spacecraft and fairies, and dolphins who transported food to the homeless. Finally, we worked on what project we could actually do back here at school. We are now on our way to running events at primary schools which will be great fun and we can put our skills that we have learned into place. 

We are very thankful for this experience and it was great because we got to learn so much and got to learn so many new skills. It was lots of fun and we would recommend it to anyone thinking of completing the UC Volunteer Army course next year. 
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Our BHS Team - Jax Kinley Bianca Youl, Hannah Ferris, Asha Biggs & Jayden Upston
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